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AFGHANISTAN 


EDUCATION MINISTER RATABZAD DEFENDS REGIME, REFORM 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 1 Sep 81 p 10 
[Article by Bruce Stannard] 


[Text] National security is the most important problem in Afghan- 
istan just now. Representatives of the Soviet-backed Afghan Gov- 
ernment told Australian TV producer Bruce Stannard that work to 
transform Afghanistan's feudal society has had to be stopped. 
Stannard's first report from Afghanistan was published in Sunday's 
edition of DAGENS NYHETER. 


Literacy classes for the country's women, for example, are no 
longer compulsory. And the veil for women is being retained un- 
til they themselves want to take it off. Stannard met with Min- 
ister of Education Anahita Ratabzad, who explained that opposi- 
tion from the 11°. and the clergy made it necessary to slow down 
the pace of reform. 


Forty years ago a well-known traveler in Asia, James Michener, wrote that Kabul's old 
town could not have changed appreciably since King Darius of Persia marched through 
it in 500 B.C. On the whole, that observation still holds true. 


Camels still sway through the streets, there are swarms of donkeys and black sheep 
with blase expressions in the alleys, and the air is still thick with the fine bluish- 
gray dust from the mountains--called "khak" by Kabul's inhabitants--and a truly un- 
believable blend of smells: the pungent stench of excrement, the sweet odor of hashish, 
the dry white smoke from bakers' ovens, and the strange, musty sour fumes that rise 
out of every small dark cellar hole. 


The only change seems to be that there is now a Soviet garrison in the old granite- 
walled colossus of a fortress that rises above the old town's clay-tiled shacks. 


The Karmal regime has already ordered the demolition of the old town's slum quarters. 
The idea is that their hovels will be replaced as quickly as possible by the dreary 
gray concrete complexes that already line the road to the airfield in row after row, 
all built according to the same Soviet model. But that transformation is not expected 
to be complete until about the year 2000. 














Reform Projects 


But neither than plan nor any other of the government's planned social reforms has 
the slightest chance of being carried out as long as the guerrilla fighters continue 
their extremely successful opposition struggle. Government representatives openly 
admitted that they could nct guarantee our safety on the roads between the various 
Afghan cities. 


Guerrilla control of the countryside is so effective that the government was recently 
forced to subsidize airline ticket prices heavily. Here and there, however, one still 
sees packed buses driving out from the capital to the countryside. But one also sees 
long lines of common ordinary citizens waiting at the airport for a flight to carry 
them over all the roadblocks, 


The Afghan regime likes to say that Soviet troops were called into the country to 
Save the revolut..on. But judging from what we could see during our hectic 10 days 

in Afghanistan--which admittedly were extremely circumscribed in every way--the revo- 
lution still seems to be in an exceedingly critical and precarious stage. 


Neither the government nor the occupying power has been able to inflict a quick and 
decisive defeat on the guerrilla fighters. Weapons are still streaming in over the 
Pakistani border, and--worst of all for formerly popular nationalists such as Karmal-- 
the Soviet occupation has meant a national humiliation that is going to sting for a 
great many years to come. 


The revolution is perhaps not as totally paralyzed as it was before Amin's fall, but 
the guerrilla fighters, who have now managed to arm themselves with modern American 
weapons, are not likely to give it the chance to make any fast headway. 


Liberation 


It is precisely those goals that the revolution chose and has been based on--a redis- 
tribution of land, the struggle against illiteracy, and women's liberation--that have 
all slipped into the background to make way for the task of holding the guerrilla 
fighters at bay. Even so ardent a revolutionary as Minister of Foreign Affairs Shah 
Mohammad Dost has had to admit that "national security" must be viewed as the Afghan 
regime's most important goal just now. 


He says: “We cannot carry out our reform programs until we have secured peace and 
order in the countrv and in its immediate vicinity. 


"We Afghans need peace first and foremost--we need it more than any other nation in 
our part of the world." 


It is said that the government is still spending considerable sums on the literacy 
campaign, at least in the cities, where security is =ie or iess assured. According 
to the campaign's highest administrative official in Kabul, it comprises about 18,500 
teachers instructing approximately 26,000 classes in how to read and write one of the 
five languages spoken in Afghanistan. 




















Compulsory 


Spokesmen for the regime claim that it has managed to enroll nearly half a million 
students, The classes are compulsory for all males between 10 and 50 years of age, 
but even though comprehensive schooling is compulsory for both girls and boys, 
women's participation in the literacy campaign is now entirely voluntary. That is 
one of the more important concessions that the government was forced to make follow- 
ing the Amin regime's fiasco when it tried to bring all the women into the campaign's 
classes in one sweep. 


Afghan men regarded that kind of education for their women as a direct threat to their 
own power and authority as lords of house and family, and when the women had to remove 
their traditional veils on orders from zealous teachers, it was construed as a clear 
attack on women's sanctified freedom from molestation. The result was that hundreds 
of teachers and party members were chased out of the villages in a hail of stones-- 
when they were not physically assaulted or shot. 


Slowed Down 


Now the regime is following a considerably more cautious path in that as in many other 
revolutionary campaigns. But the result is that the pace of the revolution has also 
been slowed from a gallop to an almost fumbling, step-by-step advance, due as much to 
the regime's restraint as to guerrilla activity. Despite its basically Marxist views, 
the regime has also found itself compelled to seek cooperation with the powerful Mos- 
lem clergy. 


In reality, it uses the "progressively" inclined members of the clergy as spokesmen 
in its literacy campaign. Outright reactionary groups may still view widespread lit- 
eracy as a threat to their own positions of power, but Minister of Education Anahita 
Ratabzad claims that the clergy in general are favorably disposed to the campaign. 


She says: "We tell the members of the clergy how they are to present the matter to 
the people. 


"Following the prayers, they explain to their listeners that one must be able to read 
in order to rightly understand whet the Koran says. We are a Moslem people, and we 
must be able to read the Koran proporly. If we cannot read what the Koran says, 
neither will we be able to pray in the right way. That is what we have the clergy 
Say to the people, and that is why the people are beginning to return to our literacy 
classes." , 


Demolishing th. Jld Syster 


According to Ratabzad, Amin jeopardized the entire revolution by his "zeal to rush 
off ahead of the masses." 


She said: "Amin battered down all the doors out in the villages. He tried to demolish 
the old feudal and tribal system in one stroke and urged the women to come out of 
their homes and start learning to read and write in classes where they would he taught 
by unknown men. That was not the right way to go about it in Afghanistan. The broad 
people's masses have never come anywhere close to catching up with the party, the 























government, and the revolutionary leadership. And the enemy was able to slip in 
through that gap. 


"If we want to carry out a national democratic revolution, we will have to carry it 
out with the people's support, try to get the masses to understand us, and then train 
them in a new way of thinking and feeling." 


Ratabzad estimates th>7 number of illiterate Afghan women at considerably more than 
90 percent. 


She says: "But women can advance rapidly to high positions of leadership in both the 
government and the party. 


"The path is staked out and leveled off for them. We have reached a situation where 
every housewife in our country can hope to become president." 


As far as the traditional veil for women is concerned, Ratabzad emphasizes that the 
current regime is not contemplating any steps for doing away with it, even though it 
would like to see the veil--the chador--disappear. 


Amin's regime tried to ban it but failed, and according to Ratabzad, it probably will 
not be possible to do away with the chador until a step-by-step enlightenment campaign 
has been carried out. Ratabzad says it is impossible to expect any rapid changes in 
the position of Afghan women. The Afghan revolution is a national democratic revolu- 
tion, and the move to socialism can therefore be made only by a coming generation. 





"I scarcely expect to see a socialist Afghanistan in my lifetime. I regard communism 
as the best imaginable social system for human society, but in our current system, 
which is half feudal and half tribal, communism is still too advanced." 


Bitter 


Although Ratabzad herself received a Western education--she was trained as a nurse 
at the University of Michigan in 1949--she talks bitterly about the Western nations, 
which are now enjoying the fruits of their own revolutions but lack either the will 
or the ability to see the need of a similar revolutionary struggle in Afghanistan. 


She says: "It often seems to me that Americans and Europeans do not want to understand 
us. But if they could come here and see my country with my eyes and understand its 
people and their troubles, I am sure they would realize that we must also struggle 

for the opportunity to choose our own way of life, improve our living conditions, and 
construct a new Soviet Union in the heart of Asia." 


11798 
CSO: 3109/243 














AFGHANISTAN 


STRATEGIC POSITION OF SOVIET FORCES EVALUATED 
Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 1 Sep 81 pp 3, 2 


[Text] An Indian magazine, INDIA TODAY, in its latest issue of August 1-15, 1981 
has published an article captioned "Afghanistan--Tightening the Screws." 


Following is the text of the article: 


British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington's frantic dash to Moscow last month 
symbolised a depressingly familiar scenario. Ever since the Soviet military 
machine punched into Afghanistan in December 1979, frautic diplomatic efforts to 
carve out a compromise on the "Afghanistan problem" have come up against a blank 
wall of Russian obstinacy. Carrington's European Economic Community (EEC)-backed 
proposal for convening an international conference on Afghanistan merely repre- 
sented the latest such attempt and predictably met with a firm Nyet from the 
Soviet side. 


The Soviet rebuff to Carrington however has once again fuelled intense specula- 
tion on what is the most intriguing question of the decade--what exactly are the 
Soviet plans for Afghanistan? With media coverage of that ill-starred country 
virtually non-existent since the clampdown on journalists’ visas over ago, a 
possible answer has been shrouded in uninformed guess-work and fragmented and 
often biased diplomatic reports. INDIA TODAY Correspondent Asoka Raina, however, 
managed to obtain a visa for Afghanistan last month and spent 10 days in Kabul 
and the major trouble spots to make an on-the-spot assessment of the Soviet 
strength and weaknesses, their current strategy in Afghanistan, the extent of 
rebel activity and what effect the Soviet presence has had on normal everyday 
life in the country 19 months after the Soviets moved in. His report: 


Elsewhere, the Muslim world was withdrawing into a period of deep religious 
significance--Ramzan. A month of abstinence and self-sacrifice. In Afghanistan, 
Ramazan merely ushered in unobtrusive changes. The restaurants and souks were 
emptier than usual and though the curfew had been extended till midnight, Kabul 
is a ghost city by early evening, just as it has been for the 19 months since the 
Soviets moved in Soviet tanks and Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCS) still 

rumble through the streets at night but in far greater numbers and their deep- 
throated nocturnal growls are now challenged by the high-pitched whine of 200 
Soviet-made Niva jeeps that criss-cross city on 24-hour patrols. The jeeps, 
painted a dazzling white, have been recently brought in from the Soviet Union 

















for the exclusive use of the dreaded Afghan secret police Khamida Idara Daulahi 
(KHAD). 


Judging by the dramatic increase of activity the Soviets are making plans for 
permanent presence in Afghanistan. The jerry-built barracks and tents, hastily 
erected to accommodate the massive influx of troops early last year have been 
replaced by permanent structures in virtually every Soviet military base, with 
proper mess hails, dining rooms, bars and recreation facilities. 


Kabul airport is a beehive of activity with MIG-2ls and MIG-23s in a constant 
state of combat alert while ponderous AN-1l2s and AN-24s land and take off at 
regular intervals, bringing in equipment and weaponry and taking out casualties 
from rebel encounters. 





Soviet movements: Last fortnight, the Soviets signed a yet unpublicised ‘agree- 
ment’ with the Karmal Government that gives them total control of the Wakhan 
bulge, a narrow strip jutting into the Pamir plateau. The bulge, which is now 
out of bounds for the Afghans, offers the Soviets a strategic springboard into 
China's Sinkiang province. Military intelligence sources in Kabul say that the 
Soviets had moved two new infantry divisions and were building an airstrip and 
three helipads in the newly-acquired territory. With the latest additions, the 
Soviet military strength in Afghanistan according to these sources, is now an 
estimated 12 divisions (120,000 troops) deployed mainly in a crescent stretching 
from Timriz, just inside Soviet border, embracing the major air bases of Kunduz, 
Baghlan, Kabul Kadhar Shindand and Herat and finishing at the mouth of the trade 
route at Toghundi where they have recently completed a railhead. 


The Soviets have evidently reconciled themselves to leaving the rest of the 
country untenanted and in rebel control since further military expansion inside 
Afghanistan would entail the deployment of a much larger force. The last 19 
months have taught them the bitter lesson that massive firepower and armour is 
still no match for the determined rebels using guerilla warfare in mountainous 
terrain. This was dramatically demonstrated in a July 4 encounter near Mibackhot, 
a bare 40 kilometres from Kabul. The encounter which started at 11 a.m. and 
lasted five hours, ended with 30 Afghan and Soviet soldiers dead or seriously 
wounded. The rebels, who had ambushed a Soviet convoy en route to Kabul, were 
equipped with anti-tank rockets and anti-tank mines. A day later, rebels invaded 
the Kabul Golf and Country Club in Kargha, on the outskirts of Kabul, and set 
ablaze the Spozhmya restaurant, popular with diplomats, Afghan bureaucrats and 
senior Soviet officers. 


The attack and its aftermath were both a measure of rebel confidence and Soviet 
overkill. For a week after the event, a Soviet tank straddled the green on the 
6th hole of the golf course while helicopter gun-ship strafed the hills over- 
looking the course from where the rebels had attacked. Like the Americans in 
Vietnam, the Soviets are paying a heavy price for their continuing presence in 
this embattled country. Intelligence sources estimate their losses in rebel 
skirmishes since December 1979, to be at least 6,000 men. Last May, a five- 
man high powered military team led by General Okolosky arrived in Kabul to 
ascertain why Soviet casualties were abnormally high in what is a limited and 
localised flushing out operation. 




















Determination: Recently, the Soviets have been working night and day to complete 
an oil pipeline from Hayraton, inside the Soviet Union, along the main Salan Road 
linking Kabul with the Swoviet border, another overt indication of their determina- 
tion to make a last night for heads of state permanent base in Afghanistan. 
Similarly, they have over the past 6 months started requisitioning houses for 

the steady trickle of civilian, military and intelligence "advisers" who flit in 
and out of Kabul. "They (the Russians) are throwing us out of our own houses 

till their accommodation is ready and we are forced to stay in rented houses," 
said a former Afghan diplomat in Kabul. 


Intelligence sources also see as significant the fact that the Soviets are bring- 
ing in advisers from other Warsaw Pact countries. A number of high-ranking East 
German intelligence officials have been in Kabul for the past few months to 
impart specialised training of KHAD operatives and refurbish their intelligence- 
gathering apparatus. Retribution for aiding the rebels is now done in far more 
subtle ways. Instead of bombing areas suspected of harbouring rebels, the Soviets 
are now employing indirect methods such as cutting of power and food supplies. 
Kandahar, in area of known rebel activity has, say these sources, been without 
electricity for the past six months. 


The Soviets have still not abandoned their efforts to woo the local population in 
rather naive but nonetheless effective ways. They have established "friendship 
shops" filled with consumer and electronic goods imported from Eastern Europe 
which are far cheaper than what is available in the local shops. At first, there 
was a concerted effort on the part of local population who still make no bones 
about their hatred for the Soviets to boycott the friendship shops. But grad- 
ually, natural greed and financial constraints have triumphed, and the shops are 
doing a roaring business. Simultaneously large groups of Afghan teenagers are 
being transported to the Soviet Union, after being vetted carefully, for indoc- 
trination in Moscow and for Russian language courses. Last fortnight a batch 

of 400 such boys returned to Kabul after a six-month stay in Moscow. In 
Afghanistan's schools, Soviet textbooks, painting glowing portraits of Soviet 
life are now part of the curriculum. 


In many other ways, however, the Soviet presence is only succeeding in kindling 
the slow-burning fires of resentment building up against the "Russians." "They 
are raping our country in the name of friendship. Afghanistan as we knew it is 
lost forever,"’ says an Afghan teacher recently conscripted into the army. Prices 
of essential items have risen dramatically over the past year and gross domestic 
product is estimated to have declined by an incredible 70 per cent since 1978. 
The acute shortages of fuel, food and other basic commodities have also suc- 
ceeded in pushing up prices. In fact, the price spiral forced the Karmal 
Government into announcing a wage rise of 26.6 per cent last March for public 
sector employees while low-income workers were given a wage hike of 40 per cent. 
Other extraneous factors have, quite literally, taken their own toll. "Everyone 
collects toll these days," says a dry fruits merchant in Kabul, "the Afghan 
soldiers, the rebels and indirectly, the Russians." 


Sharp divisions: On the face of all this the Karmal Government has stepped up 
its efforts to win a greater measure of popular support, but with little 














discernible success. The divisions within the Karmal Government have grown 
sharper in recent weeks with the internecine feud between the Khalq and Parcham 
factions showing no signs to abating. On June 16 a reshuffle in the politburo 
further reduced the strength of the Khalqis and elevated Sultan Ali Keshtmand to 
Prime Minister and also saw the induction of Karmal's brother Mahmoud Baryalai, 
as an alternate member of the politburo. The latest changes leave just three 

out of the nine politburo members of the Khalik camp, thus ensuring another power 
struggle is almost certain to erupt within the ruling clique in the near future. 


There are now four distinct groups within the power structure jockeying for 

power, the Parchams, led by Babrak Karmal; the Keshtmand group which includes 

Shah Mohammad Dost Minister for Foreign Affairs Major-General Mohammad Rafiete, 
Minister for Defence and Mohammad Baha, Chief of KHAD. The third group comprises 
the fence-sitters who have adopted a neutral posture and is led by Ghulam Dastagir 
Panjsheri, a member of the Central Committee. The rourth group is, of course, the 
Khaliqs who are gradually being pushed into the background. So far, the Soviet 
efforts to patch up the differences and give the Government a semblance of unity 
has failed miserably. It was at Soviet insistence that efforts were made to form 
a broad National Fatherland Front with the intention of giving the impression of 
non-party support for the Karmal regime. Plans for the formation of the Front 
were announced by Karmal in December 1980 and it was said that its inaugural 
conference would be held before the Afghan New Year on March 21. Till last fort- 
night no conference had been held and mention of the Front has faded from the 
front pages of the Government controlled press. 


Out of the turmoil in Afghanistan has been born yet another threat to the Karmal 
regime and, indirectly the Soviets. 


The threat is in the form of the Nationalist Front Movement (NFM) peopled by 
intellectuals and professionals such as doctors, lawyers and professors. The NFM 
which also comprises members of former Afghan cabinets sees the distinct possi- 
bility of a compromise between the xenophobic rebels group and the Soviet-backed 
Marxist regime. "We want democracy in the real sense of the word,” says an NFM 
leader, "since the present Government is not acceptable, we would like to hold 
Jirgas (parliaments of the people through meetings of tribal head) at national 
and provincial levels to elect new leaders." They see this as the only solution 
to the stalemate in Afghanistan and have been trying to privately convince mem 
bers of _.u.e Karmal regime and rebel leaders to hold a meeting where a working 
relationship for future negotiations could be established. They also see the 
possibility of India acting as impartial mediator to ensure that the negotiations 
are peaceful and both sides keep their word. That, however, would mean that 
Karmal would have to step down and the Soviet stranglehold would be loosened. 

In Afghanistan's current context such consummation is tragically too much to 

hope for. 


Dilip Bobb with Asoka Raina in Kabui. 


CSO: 4600/192 

















AFGHANISTAN 


SIGNIFICANCE OF WAKHAN ANNEXATION ANALYZED 
Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 2 Sep 81 p 9 


[Article by Michael Strupp: "Political Dynamite in Three-Country Triangle-- 
Moscow-Kabul Treaty About Wakhan Corridor Alarms Peking--Acute Revival of Soviet- 
Chinese Controversy About Borderline in Pamir Plateau"] 


[Text] There is evidence of a further exacerbation of the Soviet- 
Chinese controversy about terrirotiral claims in the Pamir 
Mountains--a controversy newly enlivened by a border treaty 
between the Soviet Union and Afghanistan. An official Soviet 
statement on 11 August in which Moscow propounded its point of 
view regarding the treaty with Kabul and the drawing of a border- 
line in the Pamir Plateau as well as in the Wakhan corridor has 
been rejected by officials of the Foreign Ministry in Peking. 

As reported by the NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY, Peking takes the view 
that "the Soviet authorities these days have taken over and even 
increased the big-power chauvinism and expansionist strivings of 
czarist Russian imperialism." Michael Strupp, instructor in 
modern written Chinese at the University of Passau, in the article 
given here explains the origin of the Russian-Chinese conflict and 
its historical and international legal aspects. 





On 12 August 1981 the Soviet party organ PRAVDA published an official statement by 
the Foreign Ministry in which Moscow confirmed for the first time the conclusion, on 
16 June of this year, of an international treaty between the Soviet Union and 
Afghanistan concerning the final confirmation of an important sector of the existing 
Soviet-Afghan border. The sector in question is the Pamir borderline between the 
western shore o* the Lake of Zorkul and the Peak of Powalo-Zhvaykovskiy, forming a 
Soviet-Afghan-Cninese border triangle. At the same time the Moscow statement 
rejects a position taken 3 weeks earlier, on 22 July, by the Foreign Ministry of 
the Chinese People's Republic, issued in Peking, with the comment that the Chinese 
side with the he!p of “historical hodgepodge" is trying to "corroborate" its terri- 
torial claims against neighboring countries, particularly the Soviet Union. In 
their pronouncment the Chinese had stressed the fact that the above-mentioned 
Soviet-Afghan border treaty of June 1981 had “illegally and invalidly confirmed the 
(Soviet) occupation of more than 20,000 square kilometers of Chinese territory in 
the Pamir Mountains." 























This triangle border relationship between the Soviet Union, Afghanistan and China 
has an interesting background in history and international law. The borderline, 
about 1,400 kilometers long in all, between Afghanistan and the USSR begins at the 
Zulfikar Pass in the west (which at the same time forms and Iranian-Soviet-Afghan 
triangle), crosses the southern part of the Kara Kum Desert and at Kwaya Salar 
connects with the Amu Darya. The border then follows the center line of the center 
of the navigable channel ("thalweg") of the Amu Darya until the mouth of the tribu- 
tary Panj in the immediate proximity of the Afghan border of Kuruk. From there the 
channel of the Panj forms the Afghan-Soviet borderline. 


Pawn of Colonial Empires 


At the point where the Panj, after running almost due south, turns eastward at 
almost a right angle the so-called Wakhan Corridor begins. This Afghan border 
territory forms a tube 300 kilometers long and 20 to 60 kilometers wide between 
southe: stern Soviet Tadzhikistan, taken up by the Pamir Plateau, and the territory 
of Kashmir, the subject of dispute between Pakistan and India. This peculiar strip 
of land had the approximate form of a lizard, the open mouth in the extreme east 
forming, with its contours, the Chinese-Afghan border, which is only about 60 
kilometers long, and which was codified in international law by a border treaty 
between Peking and Kabul as early as November 1963. 





This Chinese-Afghan border treaty was never considered by the Chinese to be in a 
way "negatively prejudicial" to their own territorial claims vis-a-vis the Soviet 
Union in the Pamir area, and this in fact does not run counter to general inter- 
national law. The northern borderline of the Wakhan strip, which was the subject 
of the Soviet-Afghan treaty of this June, at the same time borders on the region of 
the Pamir Plateau claimed by China in the south. 


The present Afghan-Soviet borderline certainly was not determined by agreements 
founded in international law, and the then emir of Afghanistan did not play any 

role other than ceremonial. Even then, in the second part of the 19th century, this 
weak and only nominally independent buffer state served as a pawn in the power- 
political configurations of interest of the superpower colonial empires of Russia K 
and Great Britain. In the area of today's Afghanistan and the bordering terrain of 
the Pamir Mountains, there clashed the hegemonic claims of the czarist empire 
expanding from the west, from Turkestan, to the east and south, and of the British 
Empire advancing from the Indian subcontinent to the north. To avoid an open 
military conflict, a comparatively careful delineation of the spheres of interests 
on both sides in the Central Asian area was agreed on. 


An outcome of these efforts was the Russian-Afghan borderline fixed in a Russian- 
British exchange of notes in 1872-1873, in corresponding protocols of the years 

1884 to 1888 and the British-Russian so-called Pamir Agreement of March 1895. The 
latter was a downright classic example of a colonial-political agreement about zones 
of influence without regard to the actual desires and needs of the indigenous popu- 
lation. In this connection it was very convenient that it was possible for the 
British and the Russians to "persuade" the emir of Afghanistan to assume the 
sovereignty over the Wakhan Corridor, where local tribal leaders of generally 
Tadehik origin had been in charge up to that time. Such an, albeit narrow, buffer 
zone under Afghan suzerainty was urgently desired by the strategists in London and 
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and Saint Petersburg in order to prevent direct territorial contact between the two 
colonial empires. 


All these consultations proceeded without any kind of consultation or coordination 
with China. In particular the Pamir Agreement of March 1895, which fixed the 
northernmost terminal point of theWakhan tube at the Kokrash Kol Mountain (Powalo- 
Shvaykovskiy Peak) came about without any kind of--not even pro forma--participation 
of the Chinese. Historically justified claims to sovereignty on the part of China 
in the area north of the Pamir region extending nortward north of the Wakhan Corri- 
dor thus were not taken into consideration at all. It had been a consistent 
element of Chinese historiography that the traces of Chinese advance into this 
region, such as military expeditions, the establishment of bases and appointment of 
local administrative organs (duhufu) by Chinese central authorities in the partly 
very inaccessible and desolate areas of the Pamir zone, reached back into the time 
of the Han Dynasty of the first century BC and had been further strengthened and 
confirmed in the time thereafter until into the 19th century. It is therefore no 
wonder that inthe Peking journal LISHY YANJIU (Historical Research), after it came 
out again at the end of the counterrevolution in the seventies, several historians 
of the Chinese People's Republic presented corroborations, partly with new reference 
material, of historical Chinese claims to large parts of the Pamir zone. 


China's Territorial Claims 


In comparatively clear form, the Chinese territorial claims in the area of the Pamir 
region were announced for the first time after the outbreak of the ideological split 
between Moscow and Peking in two Chinese government statements shortly after the 
dangerous Ussuri incident of March 1969. As regards the eastern sector of the 
Sino-Soviet borderline--in other words, the area of the Manchurian border rivers 
Argun, Amur and Ussuri--"more than 600 of the 700-plus islands on the Chinese side 
cf the center of the navigable channel, with an area of more than 1,000 square 
kilometers," were mentioned as constituting Chinese territory according to inter- 
national law but as having been illegally annexed by czarist Russia or by the Soviet 
Union. As for the western sector of the joint border, only the Pamir territory was 
mentioned explicitly. There the Chinese territorial claims amount to "more than 
20,000 square kilometers." This area, which, as stated above, lies north of the 
Wakhan Corridor and coincides with about one-seventh of today's Soviet Republic of 
Tadzhikistan, had been "occupied by...czarist Russia in violation of the provisions 
of the protocol concerning the Sino-Russian border in the area of Kashgar of the 
year 1884," 





In both cases, that of the Manchurian river islands and that of the Parmir terri- 
tory, the Chinese People's Republic evidently, in line with previous Chinese 
governments, takes the position that a territorial acquisition irreproachable 
according to international law took place in China's favor in the past--that is, 
at least before the de facto occupation of these strips of terrain by Russian or 
Soviet troops (in the case of the Pamir territory in 1891-1892). According to 
conservative estimates, the Chinese territorial claims against the Soviet Union 
therefore amount concretely to 21,000 to 22,000 square kilometers (and in no way 
to 1.5 million square kilometers, as is claimed time and again by Soviet authors). 














The Exchange of Notes of 1894 


As regards the rest of the Chinese demands in connection with the border dispute, 
they are of a rather formal nature. With the important exception of the borderline 
in the area of the East Pamir along the Sarykol mountain range--where, according 

to the traditional Chinese view, including the time of the emperors and the repub- 
lican time, there does not exist any border determination in accordance with 
international law--the Sino-Soviet borderline, also in Peking's view, is based 
without a doubt on formal treaties under international law between the past empires 
of China and Russia. According to traditional Chinese concepts and, intriguingly, 
traditional Marxist-Leninist (and therefore Soviet) theory of international law, 
these treaties, being "unequal treaties," are illegal and null and void ab ovo. 

The originally Marxist-Leninist theory does not except treaties of territorial 
cession from this rule. 


Consistent with this, the Chinese consider necessary the conclusion of a new “equal" 
treaty confirming the entire borderline in a manner unexceptionable under interna- 
tional law, with the shape of the past borderline being maintained except for the 
Sarykol border sector in the eastern Pamir Mountains. As regards the islands in the 
Manchurian border rivers claimed by China, the borderline need not be changed at 
all, for at the time of the Sino-Soviet treaties of Aigun and Peking--in the middle 
of the 19th century--in accordance with definitely predominant practice among 
countries the "thalweg" principle was the governing guideline in assigning sover- 
eignty over islands in border rivers if the text of the treaty proper was silent 

on the subject. It follows that, in the Chinese point of view, within the framework 
of new Sino-Soviet negotiations about settling the border dispute by legal treaty 

it is definitely called for to take into account the "normative force of facts" such 
as accrues to cessions of territory executed in the comparatively distant past 
without regard to any kind of "birth defects" relevant to international law. 
According to Chinese claims, this does not apply to those cases in which the opposite 
side keeps territory under occupation in violation of the content, granted to be 
binding to the above extent, of the old "unequal treaties'"--in other words, to the 
case of the Pamir Plateau. 





As part of the Chinese chain of arguments against the opposite Soviet thesis, 
according to which not China but the czarist empire acquired territory in the Pamir 
area in away unexceptionable according to international law, one point weighs 
particularly heavily: both in previous Soviet positions since the year 1969 and 

in the latest statement by the Foreign Ministry in Moscow concerning the Soviet- 
Afgahn border, there crops up the assertion that in an exchange of notes between 
the Chinese ambassador in Saint Petersburg, Xu Yingcheng, and Russian Foreign 
Minister Giers in April 1894 the Sarykol mountain chain on the eastern fringe of 
the Pamir was recognized as the final de jure border between China and Russia. In 
fact, however, the passage in the original text, not disputed by the Soviet side, 
contained in the 1969 Chinese Government documents reads as follows: "Acceptance 
of the above-mentioned measure (the temporary continuation of the respective 
stations of forces of both sides along the Sarykol heights) does not signify in any 
way that China is abandoning its rights regarding the territories in the Pamir 
region--territories lying beyond the stations currently occupied by Chinese forces. 
China advocates the maintaining of these rights based on the border protocol of 1894 
until a satisfactory agreement is reached." 














Czarist Ambitions 


Indeed article 3 of the abovementioned "Supplementary Protocol Concerning the 
Northwest Border of Kashgar" of 22 May 1894 envisaged a division of sovereignty in 
the Pamir region that was far more favorable to China than that which resulted later 
from one-sided Russian military action. In the note of Arpil 1894 China evidently, 
rather than enter into an obligation to recognize the Sarykol line as a formal 

state frontier with all the consequences under international law, wanted at least 

to see to it that the military status-quo or armistice line along the Sarykol 
heights was not changed unilaterally by force of arms. This position of the govern- 
ment of the Manchu Dynasty has not changed under the subsequent Chinese system of 
government. In tnis connection one must also take intoconsideration the fact that 
the government of the czar, neither during the exchange of the notes in 1894 nor 
within a reasonable period after it, raised any objections to the clause added by 
the Chinese. On the contrary there are a number of indications that the Russian 
side too at the time was not necessarily bent on confirming the Sarykol line as the 
final borderline in the Pamir territory, particularly since ruling military circles 
in the emperor's Saint Petersburg had even much more far reaching ambiticns in 
regard to the Chinese territories east of the Sarykol mountain chain--in other words, 
with an eye on Kashgar and the extensive bordering steppes of the Chinese border 
province of Sinkiang (East Turkestan). 





As Soviet historians concede without demur, the armistice line along the top of the 
Sarykol heights has not been physically delineated to this day. Also after the 
founding of the People's Republic in 1949, the Sarykol line was given as "not yet 
confirmed" or as "not the final borderline" in all maps and atlases of official or 
semiofficial origin of one form or another. Similar reservations concerning the 
validity of the Sino-Soviet border Pamir frontier can also be found in leading 
Western atlases. 
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EGYPT 


POLICE REASSIGNMENTS, REORGANIZATION IN CAIRO 
Three New Divisions 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 11 Aug 81 p 8 


[Text] It has been decided to form three new divisions in Cairo's police force 
within the framework of a plan to reorganize the police directorate in order to 
cope with urban expansion and work requirements in the capital city. There were 
also transfers between the [district police] commands which involved 25 officers. 
The divisions which Maj Gen Salah Amin, assistant minister of interior and 
director of police in Cairo, authorized the creation of are: the al-Sharq [East] 
police division, to which the al-Matariyah and ‘Ayn Shams precincts are subordi- 
nate; the Shubra police division, to which the Shubra, al-Sharabiyah, and 
al-Zawiyah al-Hamra' precincts are subordinate; and the ‘Abdin police division, 
to which the ‘Abdin, al-Muski, and al-Izbakiyah precincts are subordinate. 


Maj Gen Salah Amin also authorized transfers, involving 25 officers from the 
[district police] commands of the directorate and involving the delegation of 
authority to deputy directors of police. Those reassigned were: 


The following major generals: Faruq Nur al-Din--to East Cairo, ‘Abd al-Hamid 
Mansur--to West Cairo, ‘Abd al-Mu'ti Abu al-Khayr--to South Cairo, and Muhammad 
Salah al-Sharif--to North Cairo. The following major generals who are assistant 
directors of police: Khalid Hamdi--to personnel, and ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Tawansi-- 
to public security. 





The following brigadier generals: Mahmud al-Nazir--to financial and administra- 
tive affairs, Hasan Kazim--to the units, and ‘Izz al-Din Mustafa--as assistant 
public inspector for civil defense. Reassignments as assistant [commanders of ] 
divisions and departmental directors involved the following brigadier generals: 
Raf'at al-Jundi--to B Division as assistant [commander], Sayyid al-Nawawi--to 

A Division, Mansur Hilmi--to D Division, and Faruq ‘Abd al-Hamid--to the East 
Division. 


As for inspectors, the following brigadier generals were reassigned: ‘Abd 
al-Mun'im Farghal--to the Shubra Division, Ahmad Husni Bakr--to G Division, 
Mustafa Munib--to the ‘'Abdin Division, Ahmad al-Qadi--to A Division, Ahmad 
Imbabi--to H Division, Yahya al-Tanbari--to E Division, Muhammad al-Khawas--as 
chief of the dispatch department, Fayiz Abu Sikinah--as chief of complaints and 
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investigations, Jalal al-Shirqibali--es director of the training division and 
superintendent of the athletic training center, Samir Shatta--to [illegible] of 
traffic, and Samir Dhihni--chief of criminal investigation. 


Col ‘Abdallah Ghalush was reassigned as chief of the supply and domestic 
commerce department. 


Maj Gen Salah Amin stated that the reassignments involving precinct commissioners, 
deputy precinct commissioners, and [those in] the criminal investigation depart- 
ment, and other officers, will be issued during the next 2 days. 


Police Reassignments 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 7 Aug 81 p 15 


[Article: "Police Transfers Involve 400 Officers; 23 Major Generals From Among 
Department Commissioners and Deputy and Assistant Directors of Police; Transfers 
Begin 22 August in All Governorates"™] 


[Excerpts] Mr Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il, deputy prime minister and minister of 
interior, has authorized the reassignment of police officers. The transfers 
involve 400 officers of various ranks, and will be carried out starting 

22 August of this year. It has also been decided to appoint the new officers 
from among the graduates of the Police College--starting 10 August. The new 
officers will go to the academy next Monday and receive their orders. The 
transfers involve 23 major generals from among department commissioners and 
deputy and assistant directors of police. Maj Gen Ahmad Bulbul, director of 
efficers' affairs, stated in a press conference yesterday that the reassignments 
were made this year, within a very narrow scope, and that the purpose of the 
transfers was to achieve the stability necessitated by work [requirements] and 
for the benefit of the officers. 


There were the following appointments and promotions of the following major 
generals to the positions of deputy police director and department and office 
commissioner: 


Ibrahim ‘Abd Rabbuh--prison commissioner, Wahib al-Zibadi--supply commissioner, 
"Abd al-Mun'im Abu al-Wafa--port security commissioner, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Fattah 
Hasbu--training department commissioner, Qadri al-Harmil--civil defense com- 
missioner, Jabir Nazlawi--civil defense commissioner, Jamal al-Din Khalifah-- 
electricity police commissioner, Husayn Qatim--administrative affairs commissioner, 
Muhammad al-Kumi--police supply commissioner, Muhammad Kamal al-Din Jad--deputy 
director of police in Aswan, Muhammad Rushdi Makkawi--deputy director of police 

in Qina, Hamid al-Sarawi--deputy director of police in Kafr al-Shaykh, Muhammad 
Wahdan--deputy director of police in al-Fayyum, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Tawwab al-Ansari-- 
deputy director of police in al-Minufiyah, Jamil ‘Abd al-'Alim Abu al-Dhahab-- 
deputy director of police in al-Gharbiyah, Sa'd Salam--deputy director of police 
in al-Daqahliyah, ‘Abd al-Mu'ti Abu al-Khayr--regional deputy director of police 
in Cairo, Muhammad Salah al-Din Sharif--regional deputy director of police in 
Cairo, Muhammad al-Sayyid Khattab--assistant director of police in al-Qalyubiyah, 























Mahmud Fahmi Mubarak--assistant director of police in al-Minufiyah, Muhammad 
Farid ‘Abd al-Hafiz--assistant director of police in Bani Suwayf, Rif'at Zakariya 
"Abd al-Khaliq--assistant director of police in Qina, Hasan Husni ‘Yad-- 
assistant director of police in Qina. 


The following brigadier generals were appointed to the following positions: 


Salah Ibrahim Nasif--assistant director of police in al-Minufiyah, Muhammad 
Shawqi al-'Azab--assistant director of police in al-Buhayrah, Sa'd ‘Abd al-Salam 
al-Millahi--assistant director of police in al-Daqahliyah, Munir Fu'ad Murqus-- 
assistant director of police in Damietta, ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Samaduni--assistant 
director of police in Asyut, Rif'at Rushdi Salah al-Din--assistant director of 
police in Qina, Sanbut Hanna--assistant director of police in the New Valley. 


Chiefs of security force divisions: 


Col Faruq ‘Antar Isma'il--al-Buhayrah, Col Fu'ad Ibrahim al-Misri--Qina, Lt Col 
"Amr ‘Abd al-Halim 'Ali--the New Valley. 


Other appointments in General Investigations: 


Brig Gen 'Isam Muhammad 'Uways--director of investigations in Bani Suwayf, 

Brig Gen Fathi Habib Hanna--chief of surveillance in the Red Sea, Col Yahya 
al-Saqa--director of investigations in Aswan, Col Sami Zaki Fawzi al-Rakaybi-- 
chief of general investigations in Aswan, Lt Col "Abd al-Wahhab ‘Abd al-'Azim 
Hashim--chief of general investigations in Ismailia, Lt Col Jalil al-Dasuqi-- 
chief of juvenile affairs in Asyut, Lt Col Hamid ‘Abd al-‘Aziz--general investi- 
gations at the port in Port Said, Lt Col ‘Ali Raghib--narcotics division, Lt Col 
Mahmud Mahmud Muhammad al-'Ajami--chief of the vice squad in Qina, Lt Col 
al-Siba'i ‘Ali Abu al-Layl al-Sayyid--chief of the vice squad in the New Valley. 


9468 
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EGYPT 


NEED FOR AL-AZHAR UNIVERSITY TO GAIN INDEPENDENCE STRESSED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic Nos 75, 76, 77 Nov, Dec 80, Jan 81 


/Article by Basyuni_al-Hilwani and Hani Imam: “al-Azhar, the Fortress of Islam: 
Where Is It Going?"/ 


/Nov 80 pp 24-26/ 


/Text/ How is al-Azhar, the fortress of Islam, the light of knowledge and faith 
which has stood proudly for more than 1,000 years before the oppression and 

tyranny of rulers, whose scholars have preserved their Islamic legacy and led many 
revolutions against oppression, occupation and despotism, faring now? What is the 
state of its scholars? What is their state, now that they have entered the class 
of government employees, as far as appointment and dismissal go? What is the dif- 
ference between the al-Azhar of today and the al-Azhar of yesterday? Why has al- 
Azhar lost its leadership role as a pulpit for Islam and Moslems? What is the duty 
of the scholars of al-Azhard, with the dawning of the new Islamic century? 


AL-DA'WAH presented these questions to some of the scholars of the noble al-Azhar, 
who opened their hearts to it and spoke frankly. 


What is the difference between the al-Azhar of today and the al-Azhar of yesterday? 


Dr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Mun'im Khafaji, former dean of the College of Arabic Language 
at al-Azhar and author of the book "al-Azhar over 1,000 Years,” says, "al-Azhar 
has remained proud, with its banner high, and its scholars have been anxious to 
have al-Azhar's voice heard by the rulers on every occasion. For example: 


"Shaykhe-al-Islam Shihab-al-Din al-Sinbati, who violently confronted the Turkish 
governor Da‘ud Pasha in 1541 and shouted out to him 'Da‘ud, you are a Mameluke 

and a slave and it is not permissible for you to take power. Your rule is null 
and void.' 


"Shaykh Sulayman al-Mansuri, who opposed the decree of the Ottoman caliph and his 
governor in Egypt cutting off the philanthropic stipends of the people entitled to 
them, saying ‘There is nothing in the power of the sultan that can oppose Islamic 
law.' 
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“Shaykh al-Dardir, Wao led a popular revolution which emerged from al-Azhar 

against the Mameluke‘ commanders in 1783, saying 'We will rebel with the young, 

will shake the throne of the Mamelukes and will die as martyrs or God will cause 
us to triumph.’ The revolution ended with the codification of a written national 
charter before the French revolution in which human rights were declared. It stip- 
ulated the freedom of the people and the fact that the nation is the source of 
authority and that it is legitimate to impose taxes only by the will of the people. 


"Shaykh-al-Islam ‘Abdallah al-Sharqawi, who held a popular conference in al-Azhar 
in 1792, proclaiming a popular revolution against the Mamelukes which ended with 
the stricture that the commanders submit to the verdicts of the courts and that 
the hands of the people extend to members of the people only rightfully and by 
Islamic law. 


"Shaykh ‘Umar Makram, who led the second revolution of Cairo from the heart of 
al-Azhar in 1797, then led a revolution against Muhammad ‘Ali and called for re- 
sistance to him so that he would submit to the people's will that new taxes not be 
imposed and that recently-created taxes be abolished. He said, ‘This ruler is an 
imposter and must be removed.’ Muhammad ‘Ali banished him and removed him from 
his position, and the shaykh answered that by saying ‘Exile and death are the ob- 
jective I desire, lest I be responsible before God for the oppression which be- 
falls the people.’ 


"Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Majid Salim, who raised his voice and wrote his famous article in 
1944: '‘Tightfistedness here (referring to al-Azhar, which was being oppressed at 
that time) and profligacy there (referring to Capri).' When the chief of the 
court threatened to remove him, he, may God have mercy on him, said "As long as I 
go back and forth between my home and my mosque, no danger will befall me, if 

God wills. '" 


al-Azhar Has Lost Its Leadership Role 


That is the al-Azhar of yesterday, and these are its scholars, as Dr Khafaji says. 
As for the al-Azhar of today, he said, "What can we say about the al-Azhar of to- 
day? Shall we say of it what the old Sufi poet said, ‘The tents are the same as 
theirs, but the living men are not the same as theirs?’ The scholars and elders 
of al-Azhar have: relinquished their duties and have submitted to the despotism of 
the rulers of our ear. The result of that is that the Moslems’ confidence in the 
al-Azhar of Islam has grown weak and al-Azhar has lost its leading role as a tri- 
bunal for Islam and the Moslems that appoints people who rule by God's book and 
removes those who do not." 


Concerning the al-Azhar of today and the problems it is suffering from, Dr ‘Abd- 
al-Jalil Shalabi, former secretary general of the Academy of Islamic Research, 
says "There is no doubt that the state of al-Azhar now inspires discontent, be- 
cause it has ceased to enjoy the scientific power and the deep study which it en- 
joyed before. The sources of its weakness are two, and I hope that the men of 
al-Azhar and the men of the government together will remedy them: 
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"1. Weakness in its students. For some years, al-Azhar has been admitting only 
weak students and people who have been rejected by secular schools. This level 
imposes a great burden on the instructors in al-Azhar, they cannot bring the 
students up to the level of missionaries of Islam, and the students in al-Azhar, 
as I have observed, are backward in every branch of learning. In spite of the ef- 
fort I have noticed on the part of professors, I would like a new curriculum to be 
set forth for al-Azhar in which there is courdination among the subjects being 
taught, meaning above all else the sciences of al-Azhar, and I would like its cur- 
riculum to be separate from that of the seculer schools. 


"A divorcement between the students’ stipends and the religious trust funds which 
had been set aside for them. We are now in circumstances which require expansions 
in courses, and Islamic law does not allow the severance of trust funds allocated 
for a specific purpose, especially the search for knowledge and the study of 
religion.” 


So That al-Azhar May Regain Its Status 


Concerning the difference between the al-Azhar of today and the al-Azhar of yester- 
day, Dr ‘Abd-al-Jalil Shalabi says, "There is a vast difference between the al- 
Azhar of today and the al-Azhar of yesterday. In the modern al-Azhar, there is 
nothing which can give the Moslems help in what they need, there is nothing in its 
current course of study which can awaken passion for Islam or prepare one for the 
Study of modern problems in the light of the teachings of Islam, and there is no 
one among the people in al-Azhar now who can stand up to attacks by orienta‘ists 
and the activities of missionaries. In fact, people from remote areas who 

turn their attention to al-Azhar are often shocked when they do not find what they 
had been hoping for." 


In order for al-Azhar to regain its status, in the view of Dr Shalabi, two basic 
things are necessary, which cannot be separated from one another; these are: 


"1, Spiritual life must be rekindled within al-Azhar. By spiritual life I do not 
mean the passive life of monasticism and mystic withdrawal--I mean the effective- 
ness of belief, and the adoption by the emotions of the glory of this mission, 
which has brought people out of the shadow into the light. I mean the awakening 
of Islamic sentiments and the perception by the young and old men of al-Azher that 
they have a sacred duty, which is to fight a holy war for the sake of God in order 
to spread this religion about. It is on behalf of this duty that the trappings of 
the life of the world become petty and everything that has pomp and status becomes 
cheap. 


"2. It should reacquire its serious deep studies. The shallow formal study that 
al-Azhar is engaged in now does not have the effect of producing thinking men or 
worshippers. It does not add to the eradication of religious illiteracy. It is 
not the likes of study that touches people's hearts and awakens the emotions. 
Many of the people who have performed these studies have turned away to material 
things and the excessive accumulation of wealth. When we look at the leaders of 
Islam in its various eras we find that it was their scholarly training that was 
the prime basis of their ascetic life and their rigidity in the critical positions 
of defending Islan." 
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Egypt Is of al-Azhar; al-Azhar Is Not of Egypt 


The former secretary general of the Academy of Islamic Research goes on to state, 
“Egypt's loss through the decline of al-Azhar and its loss of its role is too 
blatant to be dealt with lightly. Egypt is of al-Azhar, and al-Azhar is not of 
Egypt. If this loss is not grasped now, the near future will reveal it. It is 
sad that active movements of theological studies are arising in European countries, 
along with missionary leaders who are performing their duties with frightening suc- 
cess in many countries, while we find deadly lethal diseases spreading through al- 
Azhar." 


Dr Barakat ‘Abd-al-Fattah Duwaydar, dean of the Faculty of Principles of Religion 
and the Call to Islam in Tanta /sic/ wonders: "Where does al-Azhar stand with re- 
gard to the phenomenon of adherence to religion which God sought to spread among 
the young in abundant fashion in the last period of the 14th Islamic century? 
Where is the role of the scholars of al-Azhar vis-a-vis this good phenomenon, 
which betokens good things? Have they taken the hands of the young people and 
encouraged them to continue along the road of guidance?" With a voice full of 
sorrow and sadness, Dr Barakat answers himself by saying "I do nvuc believe that 
al-Azhar has performed its duty vis-a-vis this good phenomenon and toward these 
young people who have lost hope in modern civilizations and have sought refuge in 
Islam. Instead of standing by the side of these young Moslems and offering them 
aid, it has started attacking them and accusing them of extremism here and accusing 
them of fanaticism there, and making all the rest of these charges which are being 
directed at our Moslem youths, who are innocent of them." 


The dean of the Faculty of Principles of Religion and the Call to Islam in al-Azhar 
continues his discussion, stating, "Some scholars and elders in al-Azhar have a- 
bandoned their duty, have neglected to command what is proper and have fallen 
silent over what is abhorrent, in order to satisfy the ruler here or out of fear 
for their temporary chairs there--although the task of religious scholars and the 
men of the noble al-Azhar is to state the word of truth at all times and under all 
circumstances without looking out for what is behind it." 


The Duty of al-Azhar's Scholars 


On the duty of scholars in the noble al-Azhar as the new Islamic century is dawn- 
ing, Dr ‘Abd-al-Jalil Shalabi says "There is no doubt that the men of al-Azhar, in 
their capacity as scholars of the Islamic religion, its guardians, and people to 
whom God has bequeathed his book, bear more responsibility with respect to spread- 
ing Islam and defending it than any other Islamic group crt body. Their responsi- 
bility will not change with the change in centuries or the turning over of the 
years, They are on a constant voyage and unremitting holy war. However, the 
features of their activity change with the changes in events and the turnover of 
circumstances, Their work may be just one of teaching and guidance in order that 
a generation may not arise which is remote from Islam in its ideas and behavior, 
and it might be a defense against an attack on an Islamic base or the repulsion of 
ambiguities introduced by an orientalist or someone else. They must thus confront 
every circumstance with the appropriate solution. Our present generation cannot 
play the role of the first Azharites because it is preoccupied with the possessions 
of the world and its goal has become material wealth, which it pursues everywhere 
and for which it abandons its duties." 
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al-Azhar and Atheistic Currents 


I asked Dr Shalabi, "What is al-Azhar's position on the currents opposed to Islam, 
especially the spirit of the Crusades, Commmism and Zionism?" 


His eminence said, "It is very unfortunate that al-Azhar is completely unfamiliar 
with these atheistic currents and the results of European designs bearing on Islam. 
For example, there is an educated Crusader spirit which is spreading its poisons 
and distributing its germs, adopting numerous windows and paths; European writers 
are producing a flood of books, research works and publications which the wily West 
is proficient in producing and by which it deceives the naive East, portraying Islam 
in a vile manner and attributing qualities to the prophet of Islam whose falsity is 
known only by those who have modicum of thinking and culture. Messianic Christian 








movements are more anxious to defame Islam than bent on spreading about Christianity. 


Then there is the devious Commmist current, in whose orbit all the materialistic 
currente in the form of the Masonic order and the material creed which calls itself 
humanist, but is in reality a renunciation of humanism, circulate. The former 
secretary general of the Academy of Islamic Research goes on to state, in a calm, 
poised voice, "For some years, Communism has been infiltrating into our Eastern 
world fearfully and warily. It found assistance among people who prefer their 
material world to their hereafter. Now, however, it has found assistance from 
senior persons who are handing their Islamic country over to it against the will 

of its people and the Moslems! 


"Alongside that there is Zionism. For years it also was trying to set its feet on 
the territory of Palestine, but now it is denying the people of Palestine their 
rights. While al-Azhar has not played a practical or political role in this area, 
its foremost duty is study and culture; as holy war is carried out by the sword, 
it also is carried out by the pen and the tongue! 


"These destructive creeds and currents which are aimed at defaming Islam and cast- 
ing doubt among its people must be studied by a specific group or groups in al- 
Azhar so that they can know their enemies and have the ability to fight them." 


Dr Shalabi concludes his conversation by saying, "These are duties which I urge 
the people of al-Azhar to be concerned with, and I am afraid to say that this is 
the appeal of a man in despair and the cry of a sorrowful person." 


AL-DA ' WAH 
There is no despair when one has faith or sorrow over what has passed. That is 


the way things have been determined; however, hope is broad, determination is 
certain and it is from God that one seeks help. 


What does al-Azhar believe, since this is the opinion of some of the people work- 
ing in it? Has the time come for us to hear a voice, to see a glimmer, if only 
it is a delusion? God, lay open the hearts of the men of al-Azhar and inspire 
them to depend on you alone, to be in poverty for your sake, to be submissive to 
you and to fear you. 

















"Let anyone who wants God to guide him open his heart to Islam." God says the 
truth and guides the way. 


/Dec 80 pp 48-49/ 


/Text/ In this issue, AL-DA'WAH is continuing the series of its journalistic in- 
vestigation into the noble al-Azhar and the problems and obstacles it is suffering 
from at the present time, which prevent it from performing its divine mission. 
When AL-DA'WAH talks about the greatest flower of Islam, it does not have the ul- 
terior motive of calumnying or acting prejudicially toward any of its eminent 
scholars, Rather, its goal is clear; this is to reform al-Azhar and restore to it 
its brilliant past as a fortress and pulpit for Islam and the Moslems, expressing 
free Islamic opinions at every time, under every circumstance. 


What are the problems and obstacles al-Azhar is suffering from today? 


We directed this question to Dr Ahmad al-‘Assal, former chairman of the Department 
of Islamic Culture of Riyadh University and one of the scholars of the noble al- 

Azhar. He replied, "al-Azhar's problems did not start suddenly, but began a long 
time ago. Perhaps one could fix the date of that at the time when the motherland 
was cursed with colonialism. This comes to nations only as the result of internal 
weakness; a strong body will repel any microbes that seep into it. Therefore the 
theory of holding colonialism to blame for everything is wrong, and we must remove 
it from our minds as people working for Islam and people seeking proper solutions. 


"Had al-Azhar had its original strength and pioneering role, it would have been 
able to repel this vicious attack which befell it: al-Azhar was the citadel of 
teaching in this area of the world and ia Egypt because it produced proselytizers, 
scholars, learned men and judges. The first delegations which studied medicine 
were from al-Azhar, which gave the motherland educated people of every description. 
Perhaps this teaching expresses the spirit and comprehensiveness of Islam. When 
colonialism came to Egypt, it felt; through its study of the resistance to the 
French invasion, that al-Azhar was the glory of these revolutions and the nourish- 
ing force for these tremendous powers, because Islam places the fact in the mind 
of the Moslem that glory belgags to God, his prophet and the devout and that God 
will never give infidels a way to prevail over the devout. 


"Therefore, colonialism concerned itself with finding another teaching, a teaching 
which would not take Islam as a basis and focus but would take it as a covering, 
a ritual and secondary matters." 


Dr Ahmad al-'Assal goes on to say, “Since that moment, al-Azhar has been going 
through its suffering. There is a form of broader teaching which faces problems, 
analyzes them and studies them. When for example it deals with the issue of liter- 
ature, economics or society, we find departments of literature or society in 
modern universities concerned with every idea or theory occurring in these fields 
of knowledgz, whereas al-Azhar has remained rooted in its place. Therefore Imam 
Muhammad ‘Abduh and Shaykh al-Maraghi--on whom be God's blessing--realized that 

it wes necessary to develop the fields of knowledge in al-Azhar in a scientific 
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manner in order to serve Islam and the Moslems, not to develop them in a marginal 
way aimed ultimately at crushing Islamic values and stripping the young people in 
al-Azhar of them, which is what we are observing in al-Azhar today!" 


Dr Ahmad al-‘Assal summarizes the diseases of al-Azhar today in three major points: 


l. The poor quality of students. 
2. The poor quality of teachers. 
3. The poor quality of the administration. 


As regards students, that is because very extreme laxity has been observed in the 
conditions by which students are accepted into al-Azhar. Whereas it was not pos- 
sible for students to enter al-Azhar until they had memorized and become profici- 
ent in the holy Koran and attained a good standard of writing and arithmetic, al- 
Azhar, in recent years, has been lowering these conditions and the students at al- 
Azhar have become weaker in their background than students in the regular educa- 
tional system, indeed more ignorant than them! 


Also, in the case of instructors, and care in promoting and indoctrinating then, 
al-Azhar's faculties, in past periods, were strong from the standpoint of the heri- 
tage, understanding of heritage, and understanding of genuine and basic sciences. 
You would find that the Faculties of Islamic Law, the Principles of Religion or the 
Arabic Language were strong in scholarly subjects, but today memorandums have be- 
come widespread in these faculties while reference to t!* fountainheads of religi- 
ous and Arabic books has become scanty. This all has a ‘fect on the level of 
the graduates of al-Azhar, and consequently you rarely fi..4 a good professor in a 
science of Islamic law! Then admitting people who have failed in coordinating of- 
fices in other faculties as well as admitting people of a poor level in schools 
into the religious institutes of al-Azhar have had a great effect on the graduates 
of the noble al-Azhar. 


The Lack of a Good Administration 


Dr al-‘Assal goes on to say: “Teaching is uplifted, advanced and developed by a 
progressive, vital curriculum, good students and good professors who understand 
and are aware of what they teach. This is crowned by an administration which un- 
derstands what it wants. But where is this administration in al-Azhar?" As the 
head of the Department of Islamic Culture at Riyadh University says, ‘al-Azhar has 
become not independent in itself but an appendage of the Ministry of Education. 
This is one of the basic problems; al-Azhar's lack of independence in its teaching, 
its students, its professors and its budget have deprived it of an opportunity to 
possess the internal strength which would cause it to offer good students, good 
professors and a good administration. This has all been reflected in al-Azhar's 
contributions to society; we have few good imams, wise religious jurists or brave 
scholars who can say the truth everytime and everywhere!" 


The Age of Decline at al-Azhar! 


Concerning the reasons which have led to the decline in the level of teaching at 
al-Azhar in the last part of the 14th Islamic century, Dr Kamil al-Fiqi, former 
vice chairman of the Arabic Language Faculty and a scholar at the noble al-Azhar, 
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says "The reasons for the decline in the level of teaching at al-Azhar in this per- 
iod lie simply in the general reasons which have led to a decline in the general 
level of teaching in Egypt, although al-Azhar also adds the following to that: 

"i. The new development which has taken place in the university has occurred at 
the expense of the sciences of Islamic law and Arabic. Its goal has become not to 
graduate Moslem doctors and Moslem engineers but to strip the young people in al- 
Azhar of Islamic values and alienate them from the basic sciences, which are the 
sciences of Islamic law and Arabic. It has been proved that the notion of develop- 
ment grew in the era of ‘Abd-al-Nasir through Soviet-American guidance! 





"2. The admission of people of poor quality from schools into the institutes and 
faculties of al-Azhar. Their poor quality in Arabic is obvious, and they have not 
memorized any part of the holy Koran. 


"3. The lack of competent teachers in the faculties and institutes of al-Azhar, 
affecting the level of students. 


"4, The spreading of memorandums throughout the faculties of the university, 
especially memorandums teaching Arabic and Islamic heritage; the students in al- 
Azhar used to study in a special manner, through writing based on argument and dis- 
cussion, but have started to study memorandums on every subject, and they are empty 
works. There is no difference between them and other students in the schools and 
universities--indeed, I find a seriousness and determination in some faculties of 
other universities, and the period of the academic year in these universities is 

at least 2 months greater than that in al-Azhar University and its institutes. 


"If you want to compare the past with the present, with respect to scholarship, 

the vast difference will scare you, indeed terrify you! Most professors are defic- 
ient in lecturing in the classical Arabic language and there are people in al-Azhar 
who make language mistakes and blatant errors in repeating the holy Koran!" 


Dr Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Mun'im Khafaji, former dean of the Arabic Language Faculty at 
al-Azhar University, says ''The old al-Azhar knew how to perform its mission by hav- 
ing its scholars steep themselves in the various sciences of Islamic law, religion 
and language and in high characteristics, virtue, righteousness, dignified behavior 
and praise, so that they became examples for people in their religion and their 
everyday life and became their spiritual leaders in their lives, their national 
spirit and their struggle with the enemies of Islam and the Moslems." 


The Greatest Crime Committed against al-Azhar 


I asked Dr Ahmad al-‘Assal, "Some people consider that the greatest crime con- 
mitted against al-Azhar was the plundering of its wealth and religious endowments. 
What is your eminence's opinion?" 


He said, "What cannot be doubted is that readers of the holy Koran face strong en- 
couragement to spend for the sake of God. Islam has made the tithe an inseparable 
part of the establishment of Islamic society. Islam is established only by elo- 
quent proselytizers, and God made al-Azhar the institution of eloquence. Who is 
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to be in charge of spending on the proselytizers of eloquence? It is through the 
grace of glorious almighty God that he has made a share out of the tithe called 
‘for the sake of God‘ which is to be spent on people fighting holy wars and on 
proselytizers of glorious almighty God." 


One of the traditions and lofty high moral precepts which Islam has taught to its 
children, as Dr al-‘Assal says, is that it has made them anxious to spend their 
money and endow it for good ends: 


"Thus one of the tragedies which have befallen Islamic instruction, especially in 
al-Azhar, is that this money which by Islamic law, canon law or tradition cannot 
be diverted from the conditions set down by its endower (it is not permissible by 
Islamic law to sell religious endowments unless use is not made of them and, if 
they are sold, alternatives to them must be purchased)--what has befallen the en- 
dowments of Moslems is that they have been improperly disposed of. This has all 
had an effect on al-Azhar's mission and has diminished its ability to confront 
problems." 


Dr Ahmad al-'Assal continues, "We are now living in a world iu which there are in- 
dividual foundations which have endowments, such as Ford, the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion and the Fulbright organization in America. Money from these endowments is 
spent on research. This used to be the task of Moslem endowments. See how Western 
society is advancing and Islamic society is falling back, now that the money en- 
dowed for seekers after knowledge and scholars has been plundered!" 


/Jan 81 pp 62, 63/ 


/Text/ The noble al-Azhar, the beacon of Islam and its unassailable fortress, 
which lived through a prosperous past and kept abreast of the movement of Islamic 
history and thought, is going through a convulsed state, vacillating between per- 
forming its genuine mission and being modernized in a direction diverting it from 
its mission and aiming at a future which no one except clarvoyants knows. 


In the past two instalments, we reviewed the ailments and problems al-Azhar is suf- 
fering from today. 


In today's instalment, we will try to ascertain one aspect of the problems the cit- 
adel of 1,000 years has been experiencing through our dialogue with some august 
scholars of al-Azhar covering the material and intellectual independence of al- 
Azhar and its ability to advance in its movement. 


Dr Muhammad al-Bahi, former minister of religious endowments, says, "When the noble 
al-Azhar was built, some benevulent donors, students and faculty, offered the money 
that had to be spent on educational matters so that it would be kept apart from 
government spending and consequently be kept apart from the policies of the exist- 
ing regime, so that it could be independent and its scholars would be independent 
in the views they propounded and the positions they declared and adopted regarding 
events in any Islamic society. Thus the scholars took positions against unjustice 
domestically and cglonialism abroad. Some personalities of al-Azhar, in the era 
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ro} 
of the independence of their Islamic institution, held views which kept the idehrity 
of the Egyptian nation from being torn asunder by the tempests of injustice and 
tyranny wrought by the rulers of Egypt throughout the ages! 





"al-Azhar and its men took these famous positions in the face of the French in- 
vaders led by Napoleon and British occupation in its various periods, especially 
in the 1919 revolution. This made every Moslem, domestically and abroad, remember 
al-Azhar's independence and effectiveness in the name of Islam, on the bases of its 
principles, and feel sorrow over the dominance and decline it is suffering from 


now!" 


al-Azhar And Its Sorrowful State 


Dr Muhammad al-Bahi recounts the beginning of the government dominance of al-Azhar 
and its scholars, stating "In 1915 the financial advisor, who was English, wrote 
the Shaykh of al-Azhar telling him that the revenues from al-Azhar's endowments 
were scanty and were not adequate for its scholars’ expenses. At that time, they 
came to 3,000 pounds, to which another 5,000 pounds were added, making a sum of 
8,000. He sent that to the Shaykh of al-Azhar, who along with the persons around 
him, was gladdened by this measure. The English advisor promised bim more, on con- 
dition that the Shaykh of al-Azhar waive his supervision of the endowments so that 
the government could take charge of the affairs of these endowments through a de- 
partment which was established at that time, the Department of Religious Endowments 
(which was later changed to the Ministry of Religious Endowments). The supervision 
devolved upon the government, which dealt as it wished with financing the call to 
Islam and the scholars of al-Azhar, and it became Egyptian policy to choose the 
employees at al-Azhar. Every year the government's dominance of al-Azhar and its 
scholars has been increasing, to the point where I find that the worst period in 
the history of al-Azhar has been the last quarter century!" 


His eminence Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazzali considers that al-Azhar's lack of in- 
dependence is to be considered a direct factor in its decline, adding, "The hands 
that guide and direct al-Azhar according to their whim must be removed and the 
people of al-Azhar must be independent in the affairs of their venerable institu- 
tion, keep it close to God, and keep it removed from the world of politicians and 
the demands of people who are working for themselves. This institution was founded 
on behalf of God and mist remain on his behalf alone. Therefore I consider that 
al-Azhar must totally be independent of subordination, which will turn it into an 
appendage of certain political fronts or others." 


Dr Muhammad Kamil al-Fiqi, former vice chairman of the Faculty of the Arabic 
Language at al-Azhar, stresses: "al-Azhar's lack of independence is in contradic- 
tion with the nature of its mission.” He says, "al-Azhar is a source of spiritual 
strength, and this naturally is not compatible with its subordinate status and the 
fact that it derives guidance from others, whoever the guides might be. al-Azhar 
guides and is not guided. The time has passed when people foreign to Egypt, in- 
deed to the Arabs, could rule. The people of al-Azhar guided those who were 
rulers, turning those who were sultans from their waywardness. The Mamelukes 
ruled in the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries, in the distant past, and the scholars 
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compelled them to respect the rights of the people. al-Sharqawi, ‘Umar Makram and 
others sought refuge in the will of the nation and imposed it on the rulers. al- 
"Izz ibn ‘Abd-al-Salam ruled that the Mamelukes were to be sold and there were 
scholars who refused to meet with the khedive; herein lay the pride of al-Azhar. 
Today, however, there is none of that. The pride has been lost, the scholars of 
al-Azhar have lost their venerability, their voices have become stilled, and the 
commanding of the good and interdiction of the repugnant have become part of the 
tasks of others beside them!" 


Liberation of al-Azhar Is a Necessity 


I asked Dr Muhammad al-Bahi about the goal in developing the sciences of al-Azhar. 
His eminence replied by saying, "The goal in developing the sciences of al-Azhar is 
to have Moslem proselytizers in every walk of life, to have Moslem doctors and 
Moslem engineers in the material world, because Islam is an integrated religion and 
almighty glorious God says "We have neglected nothing in the book.” When we call 
for the development of al-Azhar, we do not mean the formal development that is im- 
parted to the sciences of Islamic law and Arabic, such as we see in the modern al- 
Azhar! Rather, our goal is clear, and that is that there should be two integrated 
interlinking curricula by which we can train an Islamic personalities promoting 
Islam through all the means of the modern era." 


His eminence Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazzali agrees with Dr al-Bahi on the need to 
develop al-Azhar in a purposeful, scientific manner, saying, "Development is not 
shameful, in our general estimation. I consider that it is not bad that there are 
faculties of medicine, engineering, pharmacy and the other walks of life in al- 
Azhar, because graduates of these faculties are distinguished from their colleagues 
who have graduated from other faculties in that their Islamic culture qualifies 
them for the call, and for spreading the call, through their conduct, their dialogue 
about Islam, and their proper presentation of the call for truth. We have seen 
that doctors, engineers and so forth who belong to other religions are able to 
serve the missions to which they belong and work in their service, and their work 
has had a deep effect and a long range in various countries!" 


Well-Trained Quality Is Required 


How can the level of instruction in al-Azhar be raised? Shaykh Muhammad al- 
Ghazzali says, "In order for the instruction at al-Azhar to be successful and 
fruitful, we will have to improve quality and not be interested in quantity. A 
small number of graduates with the requisite fully rounded scholarly attributes 
are far preferable to unlimited numbers of people who are half- or quarter-educated 
and bear diplomas which, it saddens me to say, are counterfeit or pro forma. 
People who graduate from al-Azhar, when their link to the Koran is broken off, 
when the verses are not consistent in their consciousness, when their relationship 
to the sayings and doings of the prophet is feeble, and when the traditions, and 
the traditions of the life of the prophet, are not clear in their minds--these 
people who belong to the flower of Islam cannot serve the book and the sayings 

and doings of the prophet because, according to the specifications that have been 
written down for the scholar in al-Azhar, he is supposed to know the Koran, have 
studied it, know the sayings and doings of the prophet, be knowl« igeable in the 
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literature of the language, be a judge in Islamic jurisprudence, be perspicacious 
in his scope for proselytizing and have clear ties with religion and the material 
world. Is that what we see now among the graduates of the noble al-Azhar? The 
real state of affairs says the opposite!" 





The remedy, in the opinion of Shaykh al-Ghazzali, is easy and feasible; it does not 
require genius or need discoveries. It is necessary that instruction be serious, 
not ludicrous as it is now, and that the people chosen for it be of precious mettle 
and be serious intellectual powers and expertise. Many of the people who belong 
to al-Azhar arrived there through connections in name or form, not through truth 
and spirit. This type of graduate is not fit for the call to great almighty God. 


Alongside concern for serious knowledge and study and the training of men who can 
be considered receptacles of precious human knowledge, Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazzali 
considers that al-Azhar must be distinguished by an element on whose fulfilment we 
may deal laxly with others but will never deal laxly with al-Azhar, and that is re- 
ligious atmosphere and religious upbringing, through determined oversight of the 
progress, conduct and appearance of the students and performance of the five prayers 
» “in groups and oversight over every word uttered by the people in al-Azhar, holding 
them to task if they err, purging al-Azhar and its university of fancily dressed 
working women and students, and respecting Islamic values and rituals, because the 
instruction in al-Azhar is scientific study, moral upbringing and spiritual worship. 


Finally, Dr Muhammad Kamil al-Fiqi considers that he should inspire every scholar 
who belongs to the noble al-Azhar with a mission. He says: ‘My brother scholars, 
your negligence has lasted a long time; wake up, the enemies of Islam are surround- 
ing the Moslems with sharp weapons and a carefully studied intellectual onslaught. 
Prepare a platform for the future, be awake and meet together to study this future, 
now that dissension has befallen al-Azhar and the Moslems like the dark of night. 
Brothers, do we have a group endowed with knowledge, opinions, nationalism and re- 
ligion which can bear the responsibility and illuminate the road for coming genera- 
tions, as our forefathers illuminated it for us? God, enable us to support your 
book and spread about your law by actions before words." 


We Have a Comment 


Ultimately, al-Azhar must possess venerability and dignity in order to confront 

the enemies of religion and humanity and shelter this trustworthy country and its 
people. Its scholars must work diligently to study the light and shadowy aspects 
of Law 103 for 1961, which marked the start of the strange transformation in al- 
Azhar's tolerant religious mission, and to strive to graduate sincere proselytizers 
for great almighty God, who possess the gift of speech and pen, the spirit of toler- 
ance and a heart far removed from caprice and whim, so that al-Azhar may regain its 
brilliant prosperity. 
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EGYPT 


RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE CRITICIZES DOMESTIC PRESS 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 77, Jan 81 pp 46-48 


/article by Salah-al-Din al-Maqsud: "The Egyptian Press in the Defendants’ Dock''/ 





/Text/ Anyone pondering the real nature of the press in the lands of the Moslems 
will see that it revolves in the firmament of the people who hold power, languishes 
in their grace, follows their commands and justifies their errors and sins for them! 


Since the people who hold power in the Islamic world revolve about in the firmament 
of the enemies of Islam, this press, in turn, is revolving about in a firmament of 
vindictive Crusader or apostate Communist chiaking, | both of which are the enemies 
of Islam and the destroyers of the Moslems! a 
Persons who follow it ccusider that it contains deliberate infringements of Islamic 
causes, misguiding of Islamic public opinion, distortions of fact, aspersions on 
Moslem young men and chaste girls, e mockery of scholars and accusations against 
sincere proselytizers! 


One fact of history is that the press came into Egypt with te French occupation, 

arose at the hands of the Christians of the Levant, gradveces of missionary insti- 
tutions, and had as its first goal to serve colonialism and carry out the Crusad- 
rs' designs against the land of Islam! 


The press, with its wealth of strong connections, is one of Zionism's means for 
achieving its expansionist ambitions. 


The Jews were the first people to sell the news and spread about destructive ideas 
and theories of decadence through the press, and they now dominate the major press 
organizations in Europe and America. They were the first to come to the land of 
Islam to pick up the ball again following the normalization of relations. 


Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il, member of the People's Assembly, says: 


"The press is a means for presenting contents which might be good or might be 
otherwise, and what is legitimate or forbidden is attributed to the contents of 
the press, but what contents does the press present? These contents are to be 
welcomed when they are a constructive factor, but they are most unfortunate most 
of the time, when the press propagates unveiled women's appearances, disruptions 
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which have destroyed morals in the East and the West, pictures drawing one to devi- 
ation and inspiring passions and lust, poses of people hugging and kissing, and 
writings of a strange character against our religion, our values and our holy 
beliefs. 


I invite readers everywhere to weigh what they read by religious criteria, because 
almighty God says "Hearing, seeing and the heart--for all this, he has been re- 
sponsible." Good things are welcome, evil is to be rejected, and silent, quiet 
negativism is to be deplored! 


The Press and Islamic Issues 


In Lebanon, statistics on the media 5 years ago showed that there were 259 media 
organs, including tne daily press, weekly, semi-monthly or monthly magazines, news 
agencies, and radio and television stations. The Moslems had only one humble 
monthly magazine whose subscribers numbered no more than a few hundred, and along- 
side that there were 13 papers on horse racing and gambling! 


Let us confine ourselves here to Egypt: does the press serve Islamic causes? 
Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad, former minister of education, responds by stating, 


"In its totality, the Egyptian press does not serve Islamic causes as it must, in 
quantity or quality. It is not enough that the daily newspapers allot a weekly 
page or a daily column to these causes, because they are so numerous and varied 
and because they need analysis and interpretation if certain erroneous notions 
which are defamatory to Islam but of which it is innocent are to be set right, and 
if its teachings, which we want Moslems to adhere to, are to be supported." 


Dr Hilmi Murad goes on to say, "If we look at the position the press takes on 
young people in the Islamic groups, for example, we will see that rather than en- 
bracing these pure, devout young people and conferring advice when it is necessary 
for young people who go beyond what it considers their limits, we find that it is 
taking a wary position with regard to them which is transformed into an attack, 
adhering to the government's position when misunderstandings occur between it and 
groups of these young people. That is a stand which we demand that the government 
not endorse and above all it is the approach of the press, the tribune of opinions 
and the profession of people of ideas and fine writing!" 


The Press Has Contented Itself with Surface Issues 


The press does not serve Islamic issues, as Shaykh Salah Abu Isma‘il says; it has 
contented itself with surface issues and has ignored the essence, as far as its 
duty of serving these issues goes. This is the most dangerous thing to have af- 
flicted the press at a time when it has become the fourth estate! There is no ex- 
cuse for the people in charge of it, unless they can prove that they are not free 
in what they write. 


However, the worst thing that has afflicted the press is the fact that while it 
serves an Islamic issue in one part of its contents, it violates all the notions 
of Islamic culture in most of the material the papers offer. 
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On this occasion, I wonder, along with the poet who says: 
"How can the structure reach its limit some day, 

"If when you build it up someone else tears it down?" 
Deliberate Infringement 


There is a deliberate infringement of Islamic causes in the press of the Islamic 
world. We will content ourselves by giving an example of this from the country of 
science and faith, the country in which the press represents the four'th estate! 

We are not quoting anything original with ourselves but rather a thesis on the 
position of the daily press regarding issues of religious thought in the period 

1 January 1965-31 December 1974, as a result of which the person who wrote it, 
Muhammad Munir Hijab, received a doctorate from the Media Faculty of Cairo Univers- 
ity. He broke the study down into four periods, specifying the position of the 
press on Islamic issues and using as a basis a comparison of the newspapers’ inter- 
est in Islamic affairs with their interest in sports. 


On the ratio of the space occupied by religious subjects to the space for editor- 
ial material in the period 1 January 1965-2 June 1967, that is, before the catas- 
trophe, he found that: 


In AL-AHRAM it was roughly 1.74 percent, in AL-AKHBAR it was 3.03 percent, and in 
AL-JUMHURIYAH it was 3.28 percent. He alsc discovered, sadly, that the ratio of 
space allotted to religious issues to that allotted to sports was: 


In AL-AHRAM, .14, in AL-AKHBAR .22, and in AL-JUMHURIYAH .36 approximately! In the 
period 2 June 1967-October 1970, the ratio of space allotted to religious issues to 
the space for editorial material was: 


In AL-AHRAM 2.74 percent, in AL-AKHBAR 2.03 percent and in AL-JUMHURIYAH 3.7 
percent. 


The ratio of the space allotted to religious issues to the space allocated to 
sports was: 


In AL-AHRAM .3, in AL-AKHBAR 3.48 /sic/, and in AL-JUMHURIYAH .73! 


In the period from 1 October 1970 to 5 October 1973, the ratio of the space for 
religious subjects to editorial space was: 


In AL-AHRAM 0.03 percent, in AL-AKHBAR 3.48 percent and in AL-JUMHURIYAH 3.88 
percent. The ratio of space allocated to religious subjects to the space allo- 
cated to sports was: 


In AL-AHRAM .54, in AL-AKHBAR .72, and in AL-JUMHURIYAH .62. 


In the period from 6 October to the end of December 1974, the researcher found 
that the ratio of religious subjects to editorial space was: 
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In AL-AHRAM 2.22 percent, in AL-AKHBAR 2.56 percent and in AL-JUMHURIYAH 3.27 
percent! 


The ratio of space allotted to religious subjects to the space allotted to sports 
was: 


In AL-AHRAM .54, in AL-AKHBAR .79 and in AL-JUMHURIYAH 1.9. 
The Press in Service of the Rulers 


The press in Islamic countries is in service of the rulers and is one of their in- 
struments. They have found the press to be dangerous and do not hesitate to suspend 
it or exert pressure on it. It expresses the thinking of the rulers, even when that 
is against Islam. 


Dr Hilmi Murad, former minister of education, says: "Since it is the rulers who 
have appointed and dismissed people in the press and have financed the press, and 
since the law gives them powers over the press and exempts them from resorting to 
a chaste, independent judiciary, freedom-loving writers have to hide and the press 
loses its independence and becomes an instrument in the hands of the ruling author- 
ities and a trumpet for expressing their ideas and defending their actions." 


Shaykh Salah Abu Isma‘il comments by saying, "I beg leave to point out that it is 
not just the press that is in the service of the rulers but also the radio and 
television, for the reason that the giants of scholarship write much in the service 
of truth in the press and there is bitterness over the truth in the throats of 
rulers, so the press does not publish, and public opinion does not learn, /the 
truth/ but accuses the holy warriors of absolute silence! No one is allowed to 
speak on television except people who have declared that birth control and pro- 
pagation of the ideology of the rulers are legitimate!" 


The Nationwide Papers Are the Trumpets of the Authorities! 


What are termed the nationwide papers, as Dr Hilmi Murad says, are so-called 
nationwide government papers, because they are biased in favor of the government 
in the views they publish--indeed, they refrain from publishing news about adver- 
saries of the government, even when these are deputies in the People's Assembly 

or belong to parties represented in it. They also refrain from publishing foreign 
news which is not in keeping with government policy. Therefore their mission has 
become one of defending the government viewpoint, right or wrong! 


Cowardice and Hypocrisy 


The nationwide papers, as Prof Fathi Radwan, former minister of culture, views it, 
cannot publish a letter infringing men in office, not to mention their leaders. 
They in no way have command themselves but are commanded, operated, guided and 
guide themselves! This is because the people who are appointed to the press are 
appointed by decree of the president, as senior officials are appointed, and the 
president has the power to dismiss them at any moment he wishes or keep them, then 
take every power away froc them. Therefore the fact is that we read one paper, 
written by the authorities, although they bear the names of four or five papers! 
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Oppression of Islamic Papers 


Prof Fathi Radwan goes on to say "The Islamic press is oppressed literarily, is 
hated by the authorities, and does not get the slightest bit of assistance the 
authorities’ papers get. However, ultimately they are dozens of times more power- 
ful than the subsidized papers, because the latter are bought by people to read 
what the Islamic papers do not write, such as the prices of foreign currency, air- 
plane schedules and cheap arts! 


"Also newspapers of opinion which function truthfully and are vigilant over the 
national interest are given a great deal of distress and suffering! 


Mr Fathi Radwan, former minister of culture, stresses that if the ruler feels that 
his future conflicts with the survival of these papers, he can do away with then, 
in Egypt and elsewhere. Rulers in countries where leaders are too weak to exprers 
frank opinions have the power to do everything from material oppression to in- 
prisonment ." 


Dr Hilmi Murad, former minister of education, says: 


"I accuse the so-called nationwide newspapers of being biased in favor of the 
government and the party it belongs to and of hiding behind the rubric of being 
nationwide, whereas in fact they are totally remote from that. In their bias, 
these papers reach the point where they are silent about such vital matters as 
supplying Nile water to Israel and they do not publish the two lists’ views regard- 
ing seminal issues such as the treaty concluded between Egypt and Israel. Indeed, 
in their bias they reach the point of publishing government statements in which 
the government defends itself against charges raised against it, although these 
charges do not include thé responses they receive to declarations by the government 
or the people speaking in its name, while the law compels them to publish such re- 
sponses!" 


Prof Fathi Radwan, the former minister of guidance and culture, charges that the 
nationwide papers are government papers which offer the reader only what pleases 
the ruler, and this is not the function and mission of the press. 


"I accuse them of having writers who poison the minds of Moslems and cast weakness 
into their spirits, diverting them from everything that is of benefit." 


Shaykh Salah Abu Isma‘il, member of the People's Assembly, accuses the press of 
employing people who propagate destructive creeds which they will not desist from 
spreading. This is the bane of freedom when they use it on behalf of satans and 
creeds of deviants, at a time when they are deficient in serving the solid truth! 


"I believe that proponents of decadence still exist, and among them are people who 
attack Islamic opinions and pure Moslem youths, people who attack the tendency to 
apply Islamic law, and people who defend waywardness in quest of the material world 
and all the rest!" 
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The Children of Zion and the Press 


The Jews dominate most media organizations in Europe and America. Previously, they 
had influence in the press in many Islamic countries, and today these "cousins" 

are coming back, in the wake of the normalization of relations, to carry out their 
designs! 


The Protocols of the Elders of Zion stated: 
"Literature and the press are the two greatest, most dangerous instructive powers. 


"For this reason, our government will buy the greatest number of periodicals and 
thereby we will negate the evil influence of every independent newspaper and will 
triumph with a very great power over the human mind." 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad comments on this by stating: 


"There are clear dangers from Israel's insistence on attaining its designs of domi- 
ating the region through peace under the cover of normalizing relations instead of 
occupying territory by armed force, which costs it a great deal and provokes re- 
sentment against it." 


"Israel after normalization,” as Mr Fathi Radwan says, “will establish newspapers, 
will set up a publishing and printing house, and will assume every guise which will 
enable it to achieve its goals. An Islamic paper might appear, pretending to be 
Islamic but headed by a Jewish editor. 


"The Jews used these methods even before Israel was established. In Egypt the 
biggest advertising firm was the Oriental Advertising Company; through advertise- 
ments, it directly controlled newspapers and their circulation. Now that the 
country has opened its doors to the Jews, their efforts to achieve their designs 
will multiply!" 


The Egyptian Press Is for Destruction, Not Construction é 


Mr Fathi Radwan, former minister of culture, asserts that the press in the Islamic 
countries, especially in Egypt, is not constructive, except for a few papers and 
a few noble people who are working in the government press in the narrow area in 
which they are permitted to operate; except for them, the press, if it has not 
been an instrument of destruction, is an instrument of construction /sic/!" 


D&@ Muhammad Hilmi Murad, former minister of education, considers that whet the so- 
called nationwide papers publish with the result of deceiving the people, twisting 
facts, blacking out certain forms of news ani making misleading justifications for 
certain actions and decisions is not to be considered just a factor of destruction 
but also treason to God and his prophet and treason to the Moslem people as it 
deprives them of their right to know the course of events in their country and the 
whole world on the one hand and deters them from adopting the necessary stands, 
weakens their morale and destroys their power to protect their interests on the 
other. 


This is as far as the bitter state of affairs in the press is concerned. Has the 
time come for the press to commit itself to the law of Islam, so that it can take 
part in building the nation of Islam? 
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MILITANT RELIGIOUS YOUTH DIRECT DEMANDS AT AL-SADAT 
Cairo AL-I'TISAM in Arafic Nos 8, 9, Jun-Jul 81 p 7 


/Article by Hilmi al-Jazzar: "An Open Letter to the President of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt from the Young People in the Islamic Societies"/ 


/Text/ When we opposed the peace treaty, it was not our intention to criticize any 
conduct, oppose a particular action or raise provocations against anyone. We are 
as remote as we can be from personalities, because our religion, Islam, which we 
cherish and whose platforms we insist on applying, orders us to keep our exhorta- 
tions above the level of personalities. We have known the Jews as any Moslem who 
has read God's book knows them; they are the most intensely antagonistic people to- 
ward the devout, and there is nothing more to say, now that God has spoken. 


We are certain that these people are the most antagonistic of God's creatures toward 
peace, because that eliminates their aspirations and designs. Our proof of that is 
the fact that the map of greater Israel is still hanging on the walls of the Knesset, 
even fo.ilowing signing of the treaty which has been said to have ended the wars in 
this region. We totally understand that this map has not been kept hanging there by 
chance, but that it is an indication that Israel's role in this area will end only 
with the takeover of all the lands of the Moslems on which they have designs. This 
will not come about haphazardly, but rather can be carried out only by force. How 
can wo believe that the peace treaty has ended the wars in this region? We were 
sure that the Zionist enemy was not seeking peace by signing the treaty with Egypt 
but rather that that was his first step in fragmenting the Moslems. We say for the 
sake of truth that many rulers of Islamic countries have had the greatest influence 
in prompting Egypt to take this adventure of unknown consequences. 


We knew that the Zionist enemy, after securing the Egyptian flank, would turn to 
the Islamic countries, one by one, causing their territory to shrink, crushing their 
economy, destroying their morals, and alienating them from their beliefs; the events 
which have taken place yesterday and are taking place today are the truest testimony 
to the veracity of what we are saying: 


1. Continuous raids against southern Lebanon. 


2. The failure to carry out autonomy, which we reject. 


3. Establishment of Jewish settlements on Islamic territories by force and pliinder. 
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4, Violation of the airspace of Islamic countries, as happened recently. 
2. Destruction of produciive facilities in Islamic countries, as happened in Ir.q. 


6. The ideological and moral destruction which it is spreading in all Islamic 
countries, deviously and shrewdly through the media. 


7. Eliminating our national economy now that they have been permitted to normalize 
relations and exchange embassies. 


8. The twisted, devious position they have taken toward you has made you and your 
ministers state that Israel, in its conduct, is violating the stipulations of the 
peace treaty, which we rejected from the outset in letter and spirit. 


9. Its adhereuce, up to today, to the lie of Israeli security, under whose aegis 
it is perpetrating all its odious crimes against the countries of the Moslems and 
the other innumerable evil acts of this ignoble Jewish Zionist people. 


Everything we have presented you have seen and known of. We are not presenting you 
with anything you do not know. Rather, we have stated it in preparation for pre- 
senting you with our demands which will remedy these dangers, considering that we 
are the young men of this generation which bears all the burdens of struggle and 
holy war in raising the status of this beloved Islamic nation on its shoulders. 

We are expressing this view of ours because we are citizens and have every right 

to present every view that suggests itself to us in behalf of our country: 


First, it is not enough that Egypt protest against what Israel has done in Iraq. 

It is necessary to take a practical step to deter Israel, to eliminate its arrogance, 
to awaken it to the reality of Islamic consciousness and to prepare the young people 
for total self-sacrifice in regaining the total rights of the Moslems. 


Second, eliminating and suspending execution of the normalization process and freez- 
ing steps toward it. 


Third, withdrawing the Israeli ambassador from Tel Aviv and expelling the Israeli 
ambassador from Egypt. 


rourth, calling all young people to holy war under the banner of Islam, following 
application of the law of great almighty God. From these young people you will 
witness things that gladden the soul and give people incentive to be zealous of 
preparing to work self-sacrificingly in every mode and manner. 


Fifth, preparing the nation for holy war and calling upon the men of al-Azhar, the 
religious endowments and religious rulings to spread out in the towns and villages 
to disscminate the Isiamic call from the educational standpoint, not just from the 
schc: utiy standpoint. 


Sixth, getting the media to stop their degenerate programs which are detrimental 
to morals and contradict the simplest rules of God's law. 
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Seventh, notifying the United States that its lax positions regarding the actions 
of the Zionist enemy is a subject which all Egyptian people condem. 


Eighth, eliminating the obstacles in the way of the Islamic societies so that <i) 
may engage in their activity, because they are among the strongest elements for re- 
viving Islamic consciousness; good and proper acts and reforms will never be 


achieved in this country except at their hands. 


Ninth, opening the mosques to the proselytizers of the Moslems so that they may per- 
form their duty in an atmosphere of calm and security and an absence of provocation. 


The mosques are the seat of governance in Islam, the consultative assembly and the 
department of codification and execution. 


Finally 


God knows that these yaung people who are presenting these demands bear love and 
benevolence for all sincere working citizens and that they have no ulterior motives 
in what they are demanding except absolution from guilt before God almighty. They 
have laid what is working in the depths of their heart bare for a single goal, 
which is that great almighty God may see them working on his behalf by their hands, 
their tongues and their hearts, toward which they have found a sound, chaste 
Islamic way. 


May almighty God grant everyone success in what he loves and is satisfied by. 


/signed/ The Islamic societies in the universities of Egypt. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/91 


37 














OIL MINISTRY CANCELS ALL IMPOSED CONTRACTS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 8 Sep 81 p l 


[Text } 


TEHRAN, September 8 (Pars) 
— The Oil Ministry of the Islamic 
Republic of [ran announced null 
void (cancelled) all imposed con- 
tracts with multi-national oi] com- 
panies. The full text of the Oil 
Ministry’s announcement reads as 
follows: 

The disgraceful coup d'etat of 
August 1953, paved way for 
the continued domination of 
foreign oil companies upon the oil 
and economic resources of Iran. 
The imposed contract of the Con- 
sortium was peg pe the 
coup regime companies 
owned by the United States, Bri- 
tain, the Netherlands, and France. 
The said companies, under the 
cover of this cntract plundered the 
oi] resources of tran during 1954 
until 1979, while Lran, who in fact 
is the justified owner of these 
resources had only little benefit 
from the contract. The 1954 cot- 
ract included a major term of 25 
years and three five-year renewal 
periods amounting to 40 years in 
all. The contract was due to end in 
1980, but was cancelled on 1973 
and another 20 years contract was 


yh ¢ [raniannaton. 
he victory of the Islamic 


CSO: 4600/193 


- ipncna of - put ar end to 
presence of foreign oil com- 
a? in the Oil Industries of 

. tranian staff and experts 
began running the oil mdustries. 
Also the Revolutionary Council of 
the Islamic lic of Lran on 


Oil Minister. Any claims resulting 
from these contracts and their 
implementation could be settled 
upon the verdict of the said com- 
mission. , 

Subsequently the Commission 
auton to oil contracts which had 
been signed before the revolution 
and found them all contrary to the 
Oil Nationalization Law and 
therefore announced them null 
and void. 
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The decision of the Special 
Commission was conveyed to all 
related oil companies by the Ira- 
man Oi] Minister. 

The combatant Muslim nation 
of Lran can be certain that with the 
establishment of the Islamic 
Republic, the oil industry of our 
country after 80 fsa is liberated 
from the claws of Imperialism and 
multi-national oi] companies and 
the industry is now being operated 
by Iranian experts, and its 
revenue now belongs to the public 


treasury. 

Now that al] the oil contracts 
made during the former regime 
are cancelled,the Oil Minister of 
Islamic Republic of Lran has mis- 
sioned a commission to investigate 
any claims resulting from the con- 
tracts and their cancellation add 
follow up the matter, possibly 
through international circles until 
their final settlement and recovery 
of the ligitimate rights of the Lra- 
nian people. 














IDESPREAD OPPOSITION RALLYING AGAINST KHOMEYNI 
Identity of Bombers Sought 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 1-2 

& 
[Text] The conjecture over who placed the bombs that have killed so many leading 
officials of the Islamic republic in recent weeks continued with added fervour 
among Iranians and journalists everywhere over the past week. 


The Tudeh (pro-Moscow communist) allies of Khomeini, now seeing their chance to 
isolate the ayatollah by killing his leading henchmen; the Mojahedin, rather 
sheepishly neither denying nor claiming responsibility for sophisticated killings 
which most observers saw as beyond them; elements of the military now thoroughly 
discontented; or monarchist elements--all have been mooted as the culprits. 


Khomeini and his regime have seemingly no doubt as to who is responsible--the 
Mojahedin and former president Bani-Sadr getting the full blame. Most western 
observers have expressed their doubts that the Mojahedin is behind the bombings, 
whose precision has impressed people far outside Iran's borders. But they had no 
real clues to offer. 


Moscow, on the other hand, has decided that the monarchists are to blame. Tass 
gave the royalist supporters the credit in a report early in the week, perhaps 
giving the supporters of the Pahlavis their biggest boost for a long time. Even 
their most ardent followers, bemused by the efficiency of the killers behind the 
bombings, had not had the temerity to make the claim for themselves. Tass said 
the killers' aims were the overthrow of the Islamic republic and restoration of 
the monarchy. 


Perhaps Moscow had had a whiff of the rumours that Tudeh were responsible for 

the killings and wanted to hurriedly divert suspicion from its proteges. Though 
Tass a few days earlier had echoed Bani-Sadr's claims that there ,jwas a new threat 
of the "imperialists" coming back to power in Iran. 


As far as Khomeini and his officials were concerned it was business as usual--no 
matter how many martyrs were sacrificed. Khomeini said Iran was the most stable 
country in the world and the killing of the prime minister and president would 
not destabilise the regime as its enemies hoped. 




















Khomeini said he had been told that eight attempts had been made on the lives of 
American presidents, four of them fatal. But America was still the strongest na- 
tion in the world. 


At Friday prayers at Tehran university Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani declared 
that he was ready for martyrdom and considered he had already lived 20 years too 

long. Mrs Rajai, wife of the assassinated president, also told the crowd at the 

prayers that she had always wanted her husband to be a martyr. Rafsanjani rela- 

ted to the crowd how Rajai's body had been identified by his teeth, so badly was 

it burned. 


Rafsanjani continued that Bani-Sadr and other "hypocrites" had called many of the 
regime figures reactionaries. ''We are proud to be reactionaries. If reaction 
creates such people," he said, "we had better say then that God is a reactionary, 
so are all the prophets and the saints, and all that is truth in the world is re- 
actionary!" 


But the new premier Mahdavi-Kani did concede, more realistically, that security 
must be one of his prime considerations in the near future. There were renewed 
calls, the latest from Ayatollah Montazeri, for one security organisation to take 
over responsibility for protecting all figures of the regime and the clergy. 


Meanwhile the list of executions of alleged Mojahedin activists and the assas- 
sinations of religious figures and revolutionary guard officials went on up and 
down Iran. The Islamic Republic newspaper in one edition recorded 45 executions 
the previous day. The daily Kayhan on Saturday reported that revolutionary courts 
had sentenced 70 people to death on Thursday. Dozens of killings of mullahs and 
bombings which the foreign press could not cover were reported. In Shiraz, a 
bomb destroyed 24 shops and 10 houses, killing two people and injuring many more. 
Every part on the country appeared to be affected. 


The government-controlled radio, television and press backed up the officials in 
their attempt to show some equanimity. They announced new projects which they 
claimed had begun in areas which are known to be virtually no-go areas for govern- 
ment forces, never mind officials, and gave accounts of meetings by officials that 
suggested that very little was wrong. 


But the announcement that people would be restricted to one litre of milk per per- 
son every 12 days, with families with children allowed an unstated quantity more, 
reports of queues at bread, meat and other shops and fewer people on the streets 
of Tehran than normal over the past few days reflected the worries the public must 
have. Many petrol stations were also closed, with petrol being very hard to find 
at all in many provincial areas. 


And Minister of State for Executive Affairs Behzad Nabavi went on radio and tele- 
vision to admit that recent events had led to delays in all governmental organisa- 
tions and that he had not been able to attend sessions at the economic mobilisa- 
tion organisation. But he said there had been no changes in government policies 
and people were going about their daily work. 


Other reports said that 1,000 pasdars had defected with their arms since the deaths 
of the prime minister and president. Defiant statements by officials were seen ag, 
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designed to discourage further desertions. Many of the pasdars are said to have 
been revolted by recent executions. 


Fears that the military might be considering some action to try to bring some new 
order to the situation in the country were fanned by reports from Tehran on Tues- 
day that 153 military personnel had been arrested. 


Warning from Shia Theologians 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 2-3 


[Text] Prominent Shia leaders, some considered to be senior to Ayatollah Khomeini, 
have again warned the revolutionary mullah to toe the orthodox line or face excom- 
munication, highly reliable sources in Iran said this week. 


Ayatollah Hassan Qomi, Ayatollah Zanjani, Ayatollah Shirazi and several other 
senior theologians in Qom and the holy city of Mashad have given the following 
list of demands to Khomeini, which, they say, must be met soon: 


1. The parliament, currently referred to as the Majlis Shoraye Eslami (Islamic 
Council) must be changed to its official name of Majlis Shoraye Melli (National 
Assembly). These theologians maintain that any assembly in which the top Shia 

leaders--Shariat-Madari, Golpayegani and Najafi--are not represented cannot be 

designated as an Islamic one. 


2. Ayatollah Montazeri, considered to be Khomeini's heir-apparent, must be ousted 
from his position as the senior teacher at the Qom Theological School. 


3. Ayatollah Meshkini, Friday prayers leader in Qom, must be sent back to Tehran. 
He and Montazeri are regarded as too junior to carry the title of Ayatollah. 


4. Hadi Ghaffari, a south Tehran underworld operator who has recently put on a 
religious robe and turban, must be publicly denounced as an imposter and he should 
be de-frocked. He is the leader of the Hezbollahis (fanatics who terrorize Teh- 
ran streets to beat off Khomeini's opponents). Some sources say that Ghaffari 
also directs Khomeini's information and security organisation. 


5. Revolutionary courts must be closed down, and clerics acting as judges must 
receive instruction and guidance from qualified theologians. 


The sources claim that the above five demands were communicated to Khomeini through 
his son Ahmad Khomeini. Ali Agha Boroujerdi is said to have been used as the mes- 
senger. He asked Ahmad Khomeini to come to see him, and during the visit the two 
discussed the above five points. It was then agreed that Ahmad would inform his 
father about the demands. 


So far Khomeini's reaction is not known. On another occasion 15 months ago when 
Ayatollah Qomi sent him a similar list of requests, Khomeini used the occasion of 
a meeting with university students (an arranged meeting to suit the occasion) to 
blast at "mullahs who are not revolutionary." No other mullah could give him lec- 
tures in politics, Khomeini said. 


Now a week has passed and Khomeini has not yet made any response. 
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Discussions of Opposition Groups 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 3-4 


[Text] The arrival of Bani-Sadr and Mojahedin-e-Khalq leader Massoud Rajavi in 
Europe, along with the spectacular killings of officials in Tehran, seems to have 
sparked off a flurry of new activity among all the opposition groups. 


The two recent arrivals themselves were said to have had talks with two former 
officials of Khomeini's regime who fled into exile sometime ago and are now in- 
volved in opposition. They are Admiral Madani, who was a minister of defence, and 
Hassan Nazih, who saved the oil industry from collapse after the revolution and 
thus helped the regime to survive. A representative of another active politician 
in the post-revolutionary period, Moghadam-Maraghei, was also present, reports 
said, along with members of one or two other leftist groups. 


Meanwhile rumours persisted that Shahpour Bakhtiar had gone to Istanbul to meet 
General Bahram Aryana, head of the Azadegan organisation, and other monarchist 
activists. 


And reports from Switzerland said no fewer than 18 monarchist or nationalist 
groups had been represented at a meeting there to discuss cooperation. A source 
said two of the groups were based in the United States, the rest in Europe. 
Though no decision on any leader was reached, the source said there was a general 
agreement that cooperation should be extended. 


It became clear that reporters and observers feel that Bani-Sadr needs Rajavi and 
the Mojahedin much more than they need him. Newsmen who met the former president 
continued to be startled by his seeming obsession with his own role, while Rajavi 
is considered much more realistic politically. Bani-Sadr continued to issue presi- 
dential-style calls to the people of Iran to rise up against those who had thrown 
him out. But the majority of observers and journalists expressed opinions that 

he has no political future. 


Kurds Blocking Border 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 p 4 


[Text] Thierry Desjardins, correspondent of the Paris daily FIGARO, says in an 
account of a recent brief visit he made to the Irano-Turkish border that dissident 
chiefs who have broken away from the Kurdish Democratic Party called in Khomeini's 
revolutionary guards to protect them when KDO leader Ghassemloo launched his 
peshmerga forces onto them recently. 


The result has been thegyithdrawal to the south of Ghassemloo's forces, which are 
said to number 30,000 welfarmed men. The Kurds also have about 50,000 armed 
civilians, he said. But the tribal chiefs’ call to the pasdars had cut off the 
important access route into Kurddstan for the moment. Money would have to reopen 
Se. 
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Significantly, Desjardins' story showed that monarchists, Bakhtiar supporters and 
even leftists were working in seemingly much better harmony together in Turkey 

and aalong the frontier than they do in Europe. This in spite of the fact that 
Ghassemloo still backs Bani-Sadr while all the other groups see him as a creation 
of Khomeini. This, however, was not seen as an insurmountable barrier to coopera- 
tion. 


A former commander of a brigade in the Shah's army told Desjardins that in addi- 
tion to Ghassemloo's men, thousands of former imperial army men were now in ad- 
vanced stages of preparation for what was planned as a nationwide insurrection 
which Khomeini could not resist. While the revolutionary guards and the regime 
were in control on the main towns of the west, the rest of the area was in the 
hands of opposition elements, who could also circulate freely in the large towns 
at night. 


"In fact, we could easily take over all the towns in the west region tomorrow," 
the former brigade commander told Desjardins. 'Militarily that is not a problem. 
We are there like fish in the water. But it would be an error. Khomeini would 
immediately send his planes to bomb the towns and there would be heavy civilian 
casualties. 


"No, our strategy is simple. We are organising everywhere. Not only throughout ff 
the western region, but also in Baluchestan, in all the provinces of the country 

and in Tehran. We have, certainly, many friends who are still in the army and they, 

too, are waiting. What we want is to launch on D-Day a gigantic insurrection 

everywhere at the same time." 


Asked when this might happen, the officer replied, "Time presses. If in two 
months we can do nothing we must wait until next year, for the winter will para- 
lyse us." 


Desjardins said people told him the Kurds were divided in their loyalties between 
Ghassemloo and his leftists and Shahpour Bakhtiar, in addition to the monarchists. 
Bakhtiar obviously had a sizable following, and people the writer spoke to seemed 
to see no problem in a restoration of the monarchy, in apparently constitutional 
form, with Bakhtiar as prime minister. 


The alternative, according to those Desjardins quoted, was a victory for the pro- 
Moscow Tudeh communist party, whom most people there seemed to be convinced were 
responsible for the bombings that have destroyed many of the leading officials 

of the regime. The aim, they said, was to create a vacuum around Khomeini. But e 
the liquidation of their enemies delighted the centrists and rightists, too. '¢ 


Desjardins said that his trip to Kurdestan had convinced him that the opposition 
to the regime in Iran was now organising itself positively. 


Dissention Among PLO Members 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 p 5 


[Text] There have been several signs in the past week that the Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organisation may be sharply divided over its policy towards the Iranian regime. 
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While talks were reported between PLO number two Hani al-Hassan and Massoud Ra- 
javi in Paris the PLO offices there and in Beirut issued categoric denials that 
such a meeting had taken place. 


But the following day a French newspaper published a photograph of al-Hassan and 
Rajavi sitting together at Auvers-sur-Oise, where Rajavi now lives along with 
Bani-Sadr. 


Rajavi himself has stated in an interview that Yasser Arafat has difficulties 
with Tehran and that he is confident of PLO support. And al-Hassan has been 
quoted as denying that PLO relations with the Khomeini regime have been soured 
but it was natural that, with the Palestinians’ concern for the brotherly country 
of Iran, and because of past contacts, the organisation should be anxious to talk 
to the Mojahedin and see how it could help in the situation. 


Iran watchers said that although this hinted that al-Hassan, who was the Pales- 
tinians' first ambassador in Tehran, was trying to mediate, reports insist, as IPS 
has previously reported, that there is some friction between the Tehran officials 
and the Palestinians. 


With Libyan president Moammer Kaddafi having also reportedly cut off his aid to 
the Tehran regime and urged a settlement of the war with Iraq, Iran's relations 
with Arabs seem to have reached a low ebb. The Tehran press has been extremely 
critical of Saudi Arabia since the latest OPEC meet, calling Saudi oil minister 
Yamani "the Shah's alter ego in another Islamic country.” 


Khomeini and other clerical figures have also talked darkly of "so-called Islamic 
leaders who are themselves the main cause of Muslim disunity" in speeches marking 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. Khomeini accused some leaders of supporting Saddam Hus- 
sain, "who is in the hands of the Great Satan and Israel as well." 


The ayatollah said the Haj (pilgrimage) was of political as well as spiritual sig- 
nificance and Iranian pilgrims should use the occasion to tell all Muslims about 
their real duties. He urged all Muslims, "both in East and West," to support the 
Iranian way of Islam, the true Islam, and to rise up against the puppets who were 
weakening Islam. 


Meanwhile Isfahan's Imam Jomeh Ayatollah Taheri told the pilgrims that Saudi au- 
thorities had last year warned the pilgrims they must not carry out propaganda 
but they would do it this year "if Shah Khaled allows us." 


He said: We believe that the Haj is a vast Islamic Congress. If last year our 
revolutionary Muslims had been able to participate in the Haj, they would have 
been able to explain to our Muslim brothers who were coming from all corners of the 
world, what our revolution is all about. This is what we mean by exporting our 
revolution. The Imam and other responsible organs have often stated that by ex- 
porting our revolution we do not have any imperialistic ideas; rather, we wish to 
explain to Muslims how they can take the reins of their country into their own 
hands. This is our understanding of Islam. 
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"We had no problems, rather it was the Saudi government who insisted that we do 
not carry out any propaganda. We were very worried by this condition. We did 
not mean to start any fights. We only meant to have slogans against imperialism 
and Zionism in a place where all Muslims had gathered. If this year Shah Khaled 
allows us, we will make amends for last year." 





Military Commanders Blamed 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 p 6 


[Text] The commander of the revolutionary guards stationed in Sar-e-Pol-e-Zehab 
and Qasr-e-Shirin, on the southern front of the war with Iraq, has blamed “speeches 
and expressed opinions" of some military commanders as being partly responsible 

for the Iraqis extending their grip in the region. 


With or without knowing, he said, they gave away some security searets wh’ ch led a ae 
to the Iraqis ruining the Iranian forces’ plan for an attack. "We must not be- 

come the enemy's information centre and must be extra careful not to give away 

security secrets," he said. Mortar attacks in the west had been aimed at weaken- 

ing the morale of the Iranian forces but this had not been achieved. The comman- 

der added that during 11 months of fighting against Saddam's forces on the Qasr-i- 

Shirin front, the revolutionary guards had lost 500 of their brothers, but never- | 
theless they have been a barrier against further infiltration of Iraqi forces. 

At the moment the war had become a war of attrition and they were merely exchanging 
mortar fire. 


Regarding the difficulties and problems that the revolutionary guards corps faced 
at the beginning of the war, which led to the fall of Qasr-i-Shirin, the comman- 
der said that there had been many difficulties which he would discuss elsewhere 

in full, but he would briefly say that "two months before the start of the war we 
were aware of Iraq's intention to attack Iran and we told the responsible authori- 
ties. And five days before the actual attack we had exact information regarding 
the day on which Iraq was planning to attack. We told our commanders, but they 
would not listen to us.” 


He added, "During the visit of Bani-Sadr to this region, when his helicopter met 
with technical problems, I was with him. I told him our local problems and warned 
him that this region was the gathering place of all counter revolutionary forces, 
and that there was a possibility the enemy might attack the whole of the western 
region, but he paid no attention. Despite all these difficulties, we did well at 
the beginning of the battle and until the day that Qasr-i-Shirin was surrounded, 
we were fighting and we took the first prisoners of war and one Iraqi barracks. 
The Baathists could not have penetrated this region until our secrets were given 
away. The Iraqi soldiers entered the town from behind us and we were unaware of 
the fact that we had been surrounded. Lack of ammunition made us leave Qasr-i- 
Shirin. I can honestly say that I saw disloyalty and treason. It was an incredible 
day." 


Malakian added: "We have had 500 martyrs so far, and we ask the government to as- 
sist us with our difficulties. Ninety percent of our problems were connected to 
Bani-Sadr, because he was against all revolutionary institutions. Bani-Sadr 
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wanted to separate the army from the revolutionary guards because he knew that 
the guards were directly under the command of the Imam. He wanted to create dif- 
ferences between the armed forces so that he could benefit from the result..." 


Malikian pointed out: "With the victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran, large 
groups of Savak agents, royalists and those connected to the previous regime fled 
to Iraq. Saddam has given them asylum and they have been stationed in a region 
called Chahab Kalar from where they command attacks against Iran. They have been 
given money and other facilities by Iraq and they have collected 12,000 people 
led by Sadar Jaf, Palizban, and Oveisi. Even Bakhtiar and Ashraf (Pahlavi) come 
and go in this area..." 


Uprising Predicted 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 6-7 


[Text] After the betrayal by Khomeini the Iranian people will put forward their 
own conditions for rising up against the regime, Ahmad Bani-Ahmad, former M. P. 
who was a strong critic of the late Shah's regime and now secretary-general of 

the exile Union for Freedom Party, told IPS' diplomatic correspondent in an exclu- 
sive interview in Paris. 


The overthrow of Khomeini would require a completely opposite scenario to that 
which brought the ayatollah to power in Iran, he said. "Someone must come for- 
ward and plant the Iranian flag somewhere inside the country and the people will 
later rise up and support him," he contended. 


Bani-Ahmad said he believed that after Khomeini the country would remain in the 
hands of the army for some time. "The flagbearer will come from the army, and 
anyway, nothing can be done without the 100 percent collaboration of the armed 
forces to get rid of Khomeini," he said. 


W: th the departure of former president Bani-Sadr the last vestiges of democracy dis- 
appeared in Iran, the former deputy continued. Not only had the president his own 
popularity with the people, but he also enjoyed the support of strong left wing 
organisations like the Mojahedin-e-Khalq. Yet when Khomeini cast him away 99 
percent of the people remained indifferent. This showed the people had set a price 
for giving their backing. 


The present regime was born and lived with anarchy, Bani-Ahmad said. Anarchy 
created its own environment and he believed that if law and order were restored 
the regime would fall. It obeyed no order and the positions of prime minister 
and president, the Majlis were all superfluous. "No such jobs existed at the 
beginning of Islam and all have become meaningless," Bani-Ahmad said. "Hasn't 
Khomeini removed the president elected by 11 million people with a single sign 
of the thumb?" 


The reason the people constantly made up with the regime was that they lived be- 
tween life and death, he continued. The killings, the uncertainty that one could 
be executed at any time, made it possible for people to support even the hard- 
ships of jail just to keep their lives. The pressures and problems created for 
the people by the regime had put them into this state of mind. 
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Bani-Ahmad said that when Khomeini died the effect would be something like an 
earthquake or a volcano. A straightforward coup-d'etat was difficult at this 
stage. So getting rid of the regime needed time and perseverance. 


A first step should be the opposition outside the country becoming an "echo" of 
events inside Iran and preparing to harness this unity for use in Iran at a later 
stage. He recommended the creation of a national state council of the people and 
leaders who had not cooperated with the Khomeini regime or the corrupt one which 
preceded it. 


Bani-Ahmad rules out any takeover by the Soviet Union or the breaking up of Iran 
into a series of mini-states. He accused the Tudeh (communist) party of following 
a "Machiavellian policy of ends justifying means," but said they had no place 
among Iranians. 


As for Bani-Sadr he considers that he is "finished."' Heaadvised the former presi- 
dent to denounce as much as possible Khomeini's crimes and "make a complete con- 
fession himself." 


Revival of Muslim People's Party ' 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 7-9 


[Text] The Muslim People's Party (MPP), which was suppressed by the Khomeini gangs 
in December 1979, has once again revived its activities, latest reports from Iran 
indicate. 


Two weeks ago partisans belonging to this party captured a main revolutionary 
committee headquarters in Tabriz and disarmed at least 20 guards before withdraw- 
ing to their hideout. Then two days later government-supported gunmen arrested 
three prominent Tabrizi merchants who were known to have sympathies with the MPP 
and executed them by firing squads. 


This angered the MPP activists, who had earlier taken care not to harm any of the 
20 guards they had disarmed. So the MPP activists assassinated several militant 
mullahs and their bodyguards. The regime's fadio acknowledged only one mullah's 
assassination because he was far too well known for his death to pass unrecorded. 


Now members of the MPP both in Tehran and in Tabrjz are organising themselves. 
Last week they distributed leaflets condemning the new bill on Reconstruction of 
Government Departments and Personnel, which is specifically brought to enable the 
regime to further purge the administration to make room for more of the Khomeini 
gang and their allies. 


The MPP sources have stressed that while they maintain full respect for Ayatollah 
Shariat-madari, their erstwhile leader, at this stage they have avoided contacts 

with him or his aides. The reason is that they do not want to endanger his life 

or the lives of his relatives or associates. 


The MPP was set up in March 1979 by liberal and centrist groups to uphold and 
safeguard achievements in Iran since the 1906 revolution. Many members and sym- 
pathisers of the National Front joined the party, among them notable writers 
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MPP headquarters on Asjadi Avenue, close to Sepah Street, were a bastion of well- 
reputed popular figures. However, the majority of its founders were from Tabriz, 
a city which played a leading role in the 1906 revolution and which feels a man- 
date to safeguard the modernism and liberalism which that revolution brought. The 
Tabriz link was extended to Ayatollah Shariat-madari, whose son (a civil engineer) 
joined the party. 


From the very beginning the Khomeini gang were bent on crushing this party. But 
they did not dare to act at that stage, mainly because of the party's strong in- 
fluence in Tabriz. So they began a smear campaign which was carried out by Tudeh 
party and Mojahedin-e-Khalq publications. 


But these tactics were not effective. The MPP's newspaper had a circulation of 
200,000 in Tehran alone, against the Mojahedin-e-Khalq newspaper's 70,000, the 
Islamic Republican Party newspaper's 15,000 and the Tudeh paper's 12,000. The 
MPP newspaper was willingly bought by ordinary people, while newspapers of the 
Mojahedin, IRP and Tudeh were actively promoted by partisans. 


In October 1979 more than 200 Tehran University professors joined the MPP and in 
a dramatic gesture mobilized a cavalcade of cars to drive to Qom and talk to Aya- 
tollah Shariat-madari. The state-run radio-television ignored the occasion, but 
the press reported it widely. The drive to Qom was a rebuff to Khomeini person- 
ally, because the group refused to meet him. At the time Khomeini was living in 
Qom. The following day, when the group was leaving Qom to return to Tehran, 
armed gangs led by hanging judge Khalkhali tried to attack the convoy of cars 
carrying the professors. However, precautions had been taken and supporters of 
the MPP moved in and dispersed the attackers. 


A week later the MPP members in the constituent assembly publicly renounced theo- 
cracy as proposed by the followers of Khomeini. Then mullahs belonging to the 
Khomeini camp began their own smear campaign, which was backed not only by Tudeh, 
Mojahedin and Fedayeen newspapers but also by the so-called popular press, whose 
management by then had fallen into the hands of the IRP. 


When the U. S. Embassy fell into the hands of the so-called students following the 
Khomeini line, the mullah-controlled media began to report that at the embassy 
documents were discovered showing links between the MPP and the CIA. Though the 
charge could not be proved the IRP was by then able to terrorize the people and 
unleash armed thugs against the MPP offices in Tehran and the provinces. 


At the party office in Tabriz attempts by revolutionary guards to occupy the prem- 
ises were resisted. An armed battle ensued and the MPP cadres brought the city, 
including the airport and the radio-television, under their control. Two plane 
loads of revolutionary guards sent to Tabriz had to return because they were not 
allowed to land. 


Khomeini dispatched Bani-Sadr as his personal envoy to give his word that articles 
dealing with the theocratic nature of the Islamic Constitution would be revised. 
At this point Ayatollah Shariat-madari advised the MPP to accept Khomeini's word. 
So Bani-Sadr was allowed to land and he publicly announced that the constitution 
would be revised. 
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Meanwhile, Mojahedin elements, supported by a large number of Palestinian comman- 
dos and according to some sources, helped by armed communist gangs, arrived in 
the city and in a sudden attack disarmed the MPP supporters. They staged a mock 
trial at which they sentenced 20 MPP supporters to death. Among those executed 
were Ayatollah Mohammad Irani and Taghi Rostam Khani. Since then the MPP has 
gone underground. 


Having been stabbed in the back by Mojahedin, MPP supporters did not move to pro- 
tect them against the Khomeini gang two months ago when Bani-Sadr was ousted. To 
them Bani-Sadr and Rajavi are traitors who are being killed by other traitors. 


To MPP supporters it seems that while the regime has won the latest round against 
the Mojahedin it has suffered so much loss of power and prestige that it is now 
much weakened. So the MPP can now begin its own harrassment of the regime. At 
one time it claimed 3 million supporters, who are concentrated in Azarbaijan, 
Tehran, Mashad, Qom and some areas of Khuzestan. If they succeed in coordinating 
their activities with anti-theocratic forces in Kerman, Shiraz and Isfahan, their 
combined strength could bring down the Khomeini regime, which no longer enjoys 
real popular support. 


The MPP originally supported the 1906 constitution minus monarchy, but it is now 
said to be ready to support any secular nationalist group, such as that of Bakh- 
tiar, in a wide national united movement. 


The foreign press, especially London's Fleet Street, has frequently misrepresented 
the MPP, describing it as a purely Azarbaijani group seeking autonomy for Turkish- 
speaking Iranians. Nothing could be further from the truth. The MPP is a secular, 
nationalist party with nationwide support. It says that Azarbaijan has been an 
integral part of Iran since the beginning of Iranian nationhood, and that the no- 
tion of Azarbaijanis being different from other Iranians is a false one fabricated 
by the Soviets in 1944 and now publicized and perpetuated by writers on Iranian 
affairs possessing little knowledge of Iran or its people. 


Opposition Groups Abroad 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 37, 10 Sep 81 pp 9-13 


[Text] Some 60 groups and organisations, the majority monarchist, and many having 
little more substance than the papers on which their aims and propaganda are writ- 
ten, exist outside Iran in France, Britain, the United States, West Germany, 
Canada and other parts of West Europe. 


Some of the monarchists are legitimists who are outright for the return of the 
Pahlavi dynasty to the Peacock Throne, others are for the establishment of a con- 
situtional form of monarchy. These latter people want a return to the 1906 con- 
stitution which also provides for a monarchy and which can be changed by the people 
if they agree on the change. Opponents of the late Shah and even many of his sup- 
porters criticise him for ignoring some of the conditions of the 1906 constitution. 


The other groups range from leftists, through liberal nationalists to republicans. 
More than one-third of them have their headquarters in France, where leaders like 
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Shahpour Bakhtiar, Ali Amini, Hassan Nazih, Ahmad Bani-Ahmad, Houshang Nahavandi, 
and two of the Shah's former top generals Bahram Aryana and Gholam Ali Oveissi 
are centred. 


Admiral Ahmad Madani, another leading opposition figure, lives in West Germany 
but makes regular trips to Paris to talk with other opposition personalities. A 
number of the bigger Paris groups have branches in other parts of Europe and the 
0. &. A. 


A minority of them are military, but some of the political groups also have mili- 
tary wings. A number claim links with groups inside Iran and inside the army but 
these are very hard to verify. While some actually do send their newspapers and 
propaganda to be xeroxed and disseminated inside Iran, others do little more than 
issue a comnunique once a month or even less regularly. 


Groups like Bakhtiar's National Iranian Resistance Movement, the monarchist Dezh- 
ban, the Iran Liberation Army, Iran-e-Azad and on the left the Mojahedin-e-Khalg 
do seem to find ways of getting their material into Iran. Bakhtiar also has two 
radio stations beaming into Iran, and his organisation and the Mojahedin appear 
to have substantial funds to back up their facilities. Overall, however, the op- 
position organisations exist on very limited finances. 


Iran-e-Azad, led by Princess Azadeh Shafik, niece of the late Shah, appears to 

act as a coordinator for a number of small and medium sized monarchist groups. One 
of tie earliest in the field it ..as remained active and possibly the most dynamic 
of all the organisations in the past two years, organising many demonstrations 

and producing a lively, blunt-speaking weekly newspaper in French and Persian. 


The leftist Mojahedin-e-Khalq, Fedayeen-e-Khalq and PayKar groups all have active 
groups in European capitals and other countries where there are sizable student 
bodies. 


A tentative list of some of the organisations, with deductions made from literature 
and statements put out by the groups, is as follows: 


France 


National Iranian Resistance Movement, led by Shahpour Bakhtiar. The largest op- 
position organisation with oifices in several countries, two radio stations and a 
number of newspapers in West Europe and North America. Apparently well financed. 
Policy is to try to secure a return to a secular Iran and the setting up of a so- 
cial democracy. Keep its links with the monarchists but has not expressed out- 
right support for monarchy. Its personnel include both republicans and monarchists. 
Retains the support of a majority of former National Front supporters, a wide sec- 
tion of the professional classes, and many who favour return of constitutional 
monarchy; but is weakened by unrealistic position of its leader towards people who 
worked for the previous regime who would swell his support. As a result the NIRM 
has lost ground to some monarchist organisations ‘n recent months. 


Iran-e-Azad. Led hy the daughter of Princess Ashraf, who had little to do with 
court life in Iran and was not associated with its wide commercial interests, 
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this group is made up largely of young people who are constantly demonstrating 
against Khomeini and for the monarchy. It has a youthful military wing which 
calls itself Javan (Youth) and which took part in the recent hi-jacking of an 
Irai:an navy gunboat off Spain masterminded by another monarchist group Azadegan. 
It was also effective in dealing with the Khomeini gangs who at one time were a 
growing threat to the exile community in France. The group has in general pur- 
sued an open, honest policy in its campaign against the post-revolutionary regime 
in Iran, marred only by an over-reaction to criticisms by Bakhtiar of Princess 
Ashraf which at one time threatened to do considerable harm to the exiles’ cause. 
Iran-e-Azad has attached groups in other parts of West Europe and Turkey. 


Iran Liberation Army (ARA). Although created by military men the group has been 
more politically active than militarily so far. It has a mixed civilian and 
military central council whose members are scattered through Europe and the United 
States and it says, inside Iran. It publishes a fortnightly newspaper which is 
said to circulate considerably inside Iran, especially among military garrisons. 
It favours constitutional monarchy and wants the present Reza Shah the Second to 
have the throne. 


Azadegan. Under the leadership of General Bahram Aryana and now famous for its 
hijacking of the Iranian navy gunboat Tabarzin this is a small monarchist military 
organisation said to have strong links with the armed forces inside Iran. Admiral 
Kamal Habibollahi, the former navy chief of the Shah who led the gunboat raid, 
told a French newspaper that Azadegan has a following of around 12,000-15,000, 
mostly inside Iran. 


The Salvation Movement of Iran. -eAlso military and supporting the monarchy this 
small group is led by another of the Shah's top generals Gholamali Oveissi. Very 
active inside Iraq until war broke out between Iraq and Iran the group also has a 
radio station beaming into Iran, but is now said to be curtailing those activities. 


Neda (The Call). Reportedly for constitutional monar hy it is made up of intellec- 
tuals and university teachers studying plans for the future Iran. It publishes 
a fortnightly newspaper called Soroud-e-Ma (Our Hymn). 


National Reconciliation Movement. More an idea that an organisation this is an 
effort led by veteran statesman Ali Amini to try to link the different opposition 
groups to advance their effectiveness. His efforts embrace the right, centre and 
the left, while it has also launched fervent appeals to moderates and nationalists 
inside Iran to resist the Khomeini regime. 


National Front of Iran Monarchists. A front for the restoration of the monarchy. 
Neghab (Mask). Formerly associated with Bakhtiar's organisation as his military 
wing it is said to have organised the abortive coup which ended in tragedy for 
many of its activists inside Iran in the summer of 1980. Since then it has sepa- 
rated from Bakhtiar's group and more recently has splintered into groups itself. 
It publishes a fortnightly newspaper called Ghayam-e-Iran. 


Organisation of Intellectuals and University Professors. Said to be led by 
Hushang Nahavandi, former minister and chancellor of Tehran University. It com- 
prises technocrats, researchers and other professional groups who support a con- 
stitutional monarchy. 
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Independent Organisation of Iranian Students Outside Iran. A student group 
which supports Bakhtiar's organisation. 


Union for Freedom. Political group of Ahmad Bani-Ahmad, former Tabriz M. P. 
who challenged the Shah to provide more political freedoms in the last few months 
of his reign. He pays allegiance to neither the monarchy nor Khomeini. 


Organisation of Guardians of the Iranian Kingdom. As its name implies, a monar- 
chist group working for women's rights. 


Organisation in Defence of Women's Rights. 

Iranian Front for Women's Freedom. Supports Bakhtiar's NIRM. 

Third Force. Supporting Bakhtiar. 

Association for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran. Led by a former Tudeh (com- 
munist) party member and now convinced republican Khosrow Shaker, it comprises a 


group of lawyers. 


Organisation of Intellectuals and Researchers. Left-leaning organisation support- 
ing Bakhtiar's NIRM. 


Pan Iranist Party. Led by well-known Iranian politician Mohsen Pezeshkpour this 
is a continuation of one of the early nationalist organisations in Iran. It can 
best be described as an.ultra-nationalist group which enjoys a considerable amount 
of support among exiles as a result of that fact. It publishes a weekly called 
Nation. 


Namara (National Iranian Liberation Armed Forces). Led by Pezoshkpour's brother 
General Ehsan Pezeshkpour, this is a small military organisation supporting the 


monarchy. 


Entegham (Revenge). Another small group made up of military and other factions 
and supporting the monarchy. 


Iran Teachers Association. Led by Mohammad Derakshash strong critic of the Shah's 
regime, now equally strong anti-Khomeini, Nationalist. 


West Germany 

Iranian Freedom Front. An amalgamation of several small political parties and 
organisations based in the FDR. Nationalist, it was intended to bring together 
different groups in opposition to Khomeini but at present appears in the doldrums. 
Organisation of Iranian National Patriots. A monarchist group. 


Organisation of Iranian Nationalist Guerrillas. Monarchist. 


Khashm (Wrath). A compilation of the initials of "Khoda, Shah, Mihan" - God, King 
and Country. 
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Organisation of Iranian Patriots. Monarchist. 

Organisation of Iranian Nationalists. Monarchist. 

Switzerland 

Nedaye Iran Azad. Close to Iran-e-Azad. Monarchist. 

Iranian Freedom Lovers and Patriots Organisation. Monarchist. 

Austria 

Organisation of Iranian Nationalist Workers, supporting Bakhtiar's NIRM. 
Belgium 

Iranian Front in Benelux Countries. Monarchist. 

Organisation of Iranian Students in Belgium. For Bakhtiar's NIRM. 

The United States 

Association of Soldiers of Iran. Monarchist. 

Gamma. A military grouping, supporting monarchy. 

Organisation of the Union of Iranian Nationalists. Monarchist. 

ASA (Iranian Secret Army). A monarchist group led by a young officer who was re- 
cently sentenced to 50 years in gaol by a U. S. court for allegedly setting fire to 
a pro-Khomeini carpet dealer's property. 

Arash Kamangir. A group whose name comes from Iranian mythology. Monarchist. 
Association of Iranian Jurists in the U. S. Unattached. 

Iran-American Committee for the Defence of Freedom in Iran. Unattached. 
Committee for the Defence of Iranian Rights. Supports Bakhtiar's NIRM. 

Union of Iranian Nationalist Workers. Left-wing. 

Guardians of the Flag of the Iranian Kingdom. Monarchist. 

United Kingdom 

Movement for National Unity. Monarchist. 


Dezhban. Active rightists supporting monarchy. Publishes a newspaper which it 
circulates inside Iran as well as in the United States and Europe. 
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Iranian Resistance Front. Monarchist. ,@rganises weekly meetings at Speakers' 
Corner and demonstrations in support*of new Shah. Has young para-military group, 
and women's group, Iranian Women's Vanguard. 


Free Iranian Women's Association. Newly-founded women's rights movement open to 
women of all political complexions. 


Sam. Monarchist. 

Sangar. Monarchist. 

Greece 

Ariou Barzan. Collection of groups supporting monarchy. 


Shahin (Eagle). Monarchist. 
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IRAN 


RADIO-TV MANAGING DIRECTOR SPEAKS ON REORGANIZATION 
Tehran BAZAR-E RUZ in Persian 24 Aug 81 pp l, 4 
[Article: "We Shall Eliminate Deficiencies and Discord in Radio and Television" ] 


[Text] Mohammad Hashemi, managing director of the radio and television organiza- 
tion of the Iran Islamic Republic, who has recently been appointed to this position, 
provided details about the radio and television organization's general policy 
during an interview. 


Hashemi said: "From an educational and political point of view, this organization 
is one of the most important organizations of the Iran Islamic Republic. Equally, 
from a technical point of view, it is especially intricate and complicated; 
according to the Imam's interpretation, this is like a university, because there 
is at least one radio in each home. From the point of view of diffusion and 
communications, considering the programs aimed at both the domestic and foreign 
public, and also the various radio and television programs, this organization is 
of interest to all various age segments. Therefore, if the organization continues 
to move on the proper path of the revolution, it can be of worthy service to 

Islam and stand truly as a university." 


In another part of the interview, Hashemi said: "In society, we do not reach 

only special sectors or groups and moreover, the organization belongs to the 

whole society. Therefore, in the production of programs, by taking into considera- 
tion their Islamic contents, we must proceed in a way that will make them attrac- 
tive and useful for various sectors." 


In answer to the question about the preseiut condition of the radio and television 
organization, the managing director of the organization replied: 'Following the 
many changes and transformations and replacements that have taken place in this 
organization after the victory of the revolution, on the whole and from various 
aspects, the situation is not very pleasant. There are deficiencies and discord, 
and an attempt is being made to get rid of them so that we can have a coordinated 
and purposeful organization." 


Referring to the training of new personnel, Hashemi said: "We have decided to 
reopen the former radio and television school, which is fully equipped in relation 
to technical facilities and has a 250-student capacity. We have been in touch 
with the Cultural Revolution headquarters and very soon, probably by the 23rd of 
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September, the school will begin admitting students who are committed and 
Hezbollahis. On the whole, efforts will be made, in long-term programs aimed at 
creating cadres for the radio and television organization like the cadres in the 
rest of government organizations--and even stronger, given that this organization 
is more sensitive--to turn these students into persons committed to Islam and the 
revolution.” 


In conclusion, and considering the fact that the managing director of the radio 
and television organization is responsible for the preparation of all programs 

and for all plans and projects, as well as for all expenditures, Hashemi said: 

"I have set up a number of monitors for every program and every undertaking, so 
that a full assessment will be made as to the rightness of all programs and their 
propagation of Islamic culture, and also in order that they avoid any kind of 
deviation from Islamic principles, as well as any non-Islamic imitation." 


CSO: 4640/100 


36 























IRAN 


PAPER SAYS ISLAMIC REPUBLIC ABLE TO SURVIVE DEATHS OF. LEADERS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 Sep 81 pp l, 2 


[Text] First, the Islamic Republic by all means is a 'system.' A 'system' 
in one of its important meanings, denoting a collection, of unified phenome- 
nons which has an independent characteristic different of its components. 


If we pry for an answer to the question that "what has been the main motive 
behind the conversion of an autocratic system to a socialistic one in the 
history," we conclude that in a country when an individual is the absolute 
ruler, in case of his downfall or extermination, the whole system is dis- 
solved. But if the same country is being ruled by a system rather than an 
individual, we will notice that in case of extermination of any individual, 
no changes are visible in the system. Because a ‘system,’ when defined will 
denote a network which is not subjected to a specific individual. 


Our people from the early days of the victory of the Revolution, on the top of 
their voice said, "Revolution and Islamic Republic is not relied on individuals.' 
But a number of countries and people did not believe this just claim of our 
people. In all of the conspiratorial centers of the West and East, in Washing- 
ton or London, all of the political observers and experts, in planning their 
plots against the Moslem nation of Iran, announced that the character of the 
Islamic Iran is relied on the Leader of the nation. Several times, they had 
said that as long as the Imam is alive, we cannot do very many things in Iran. 
They even exploited the blood pressure of the Imam in their papers with banner 
headlines not once but a number of times. They even consoled themselves with 
fairy-tale lies for several times. Lies such as "people have not met with the 
Imam for two days, it is possible that his health is deteriorating.'’ Another 
report said "A Spanish physician, has dreamed that the blood pressure of the 
Imam will go up soon." Another dubious report said that "A foreteller has 
predicted that the Imam will die in a matter of 23 hours and 30 minutes." 


And still more, "The NASA researchers in U.S. have stated that after a number 
of exact computerized calculations, a relatively huge meteor will enter the 
atmosphere in Oct. 1984, and will directly hit the house of Ayatollah Khomeini. 


About the other characters of the Revolution like Rajai, Beheshti and Bahonar, 
they had made similar predictions, however in a lower level. They had claimed 
that if Behesti dies, the Islamic Revolution will be half-paralyzed and that 
too forever. 
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It is interesting that the two pro-Western wing had planned itself in conforn- 
ity to such analysis. They also quoted Banisadr who had claimed last year that 
the Imam will not live longer than 15 days, with an assured smile decorating 

his face. He (Banisadr) believed that after the Imam, it will be the dawn of 
his reign. And that was why he had delivered a chaotic speech on Shahrivar 17th 
of last year. He hoped to psychologically harm the Imam this way. And he 
thought that after the Imam, Islam will be exiled from Iran. 


All the conspiracies that have been formed during the last two years are indi- 
cations that all of the plotters believed the Islamic Republic to be conglo- 
meration of personalities, and the Imam is at the top of such a collection. 

They did not believe in it as a system. The events on Tir 7th and Shahrivar 8th 
cleared such suspicions from the heads of the enemies of the Revolution. Before 
the killing of these personalities they still hoped that they have the chanced 
to succeed. Behesti, Rajai, Bahonar and Qoddusi, with their martyrdom, proved 
to the world that the Islamic Revolution is not based on some true servers and 
Sincere aids of the country. They disappointed the U.S. in its struggle against 
Islam. The multitude number of people who attended the funeral procession of 
the martyrs of Shahrivar 8th and its reflection on the reports of the foreign 
press medias, is an indication of this. 


Now the poisoned propaganda of the anti-Isla- 
mic Revolution forces are aimed in barring the ex- 
port of the Revolution rather than uprooting it. 
And this was only possible through the dedications 
and sacrifices of the martyrs, who devoted! them- 
selves in the cause of Islam and made the Islamic 
Revolution known to the world. 

Secondly, the martyrdom of our dears not only 
proved that the Islamic Republic is by all means a 
‘system,’ but also a stable ‘system.’ 

Wherever in the world, when the leader of a 
country dies, the foundation of the political, eco- 
nomical and social character of the country is con- 
fused and even in most cases it is totally changed. 
In Spain, when Franco died, all the policies of the 
Government were basically altered. At his time it 
was claimed that a stable and invulnerable system 
is ruling, Spain. However, after. his transfer to. the 
hospital .aad,the sumor of,bis death, the, country 
was ini a.chaos.~~And he recovered for a couple of 
days, dictatorship became dominant in the country 
again. And a week later when he died, it was felt 
that everything was a nightmare. 


The story is same in other countries, even in 
the U.S. which is said to be one of the most stable 
systems. After the death of the president the 
whole thing will be changed as well. Fortunately 
our nation is not burdened with an overwhelming 
knowledge about the history of the U.S. but as it is 
said when President Lincoln was assassinated, the 
whole country was confused. It is said after his 
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death, the situation in Washington was chaotic for 
years. This has been the case about the other pre- 
sidents of this country. It may be better remember- 
ed that when President Kennedy was assassinated, 
the situation in the country became so chaotic 
that it even effected the elite circles. The situation 
of all international stock exchanges became unstable 
when Kennedy was assassinated. And all his inter- 
nal and external plans were cancelled or changed 
completely, because they were fruitless. 


And the recent assassination attempt on the 
life of Reagan which we all know about it. How- 
ever, he was not assassinated for good purposes, 
but right after he was wounded, the dollar plum- 
meted and the price of gold went sky high and the 
armed forces of U.S. got on alert, and conflict bet- 
— the powerful cadres in Washington was inten- 

ified. 

These are the after effects of the death of lead- 
ers of such countries on the political, economical 
and social relations. The countries which are prone 
to such calamities audaciously claim that there is 
no stability in [ran. 

It is really strange! 

The Great Satan who claimed once that Iran is 
the Island of stability, is now claiming that it is an 
ry sea, and we can see how unstable the U.S. 
is itself. 


And the Islamic peyinr oe while being called as 
a government about to collapse by the Su w- 
=. eon so stable that after the nenyiten of 
72 of its high officials, no changes occurred and no 
short-comings were seen anywhere. 

The existing contradictions in the world among. 
the statements of the great powers is something un- 
deniable. And after all those hard days we can 
straightly claim that if there exists any force that 
can stop the current of Karoon River, then the 
same force can stop the move and spread of the Is- 
lamic Revolution. And the world that has witness- 
ed all these miracles from Islam should believe this 
statement. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON COMBATANTS’ SACRIFICE 
NC122003 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 12 Sep 81 
[Station commentary ] 


[Excerpts] Dear compatriots! The city of Tabriz witnessed yet another epic 
yesterday. An Iranian youth killed another ruling mullah of the bloody anti- 
Iranian regime at the cost of his own life. This Iranian youth showed that Iran 
and the Iranians are still alive and that they will never die. 


The struggles of the Iranian people against this criminal regime are intensifying 
more and more each day. Despite the regime's futile efforts to depict the strength 
of its opponents as unimportant, the Iranian combatants are displaying their firm 
determination by such acts and by inflicting strong blows on the sinister regime. 


In a short period of time, less than 3 months, at least 80 percent of the ruling 
heads have been killed. The attacks by the combatants and their precise aiming 
at their targets are signs of their strength. There is no doubt in this. 


Compatriots! Despite the savage fire of the revolution guards, who are standing 
on extremely shaky grounds, the streets and alleys of our homeland's towns and 
cities are now witnessing the demonstrations by devoted and combatant Iranians. 
Iran is also witnessing epics, an example of which was displayed to the world 

by a single person (?whose act has stunned) the world. 


Compatriots! Demonstrations against this bloodthirsty regime are gaining momentum 
more and more each day. This is not a claim but a reality to which the world bears 
witness. It is up to us to join in unison with the Iranian combatants and act 

with these self-sacrificing people as quickly as possible and with all our potential 
before our homeland sees more murders, crimes and bloodletting by the executioner 
and before our homeland is further destroyed. 





CSO: 4640/103 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE ON OPPOSITION LEADERS' STATEMENTS 
NC221750 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 22 Sep 81 


[Text] Dear compatriots and listeners: Following the insane decision by the 
mullahs ruling Iran on the massacre of all the regime's political opponents, even 
of the wounded and children, and the intensification of the wave of executions in 
Iran, Dr Shapur Bakhtiar, leader of the National Resistance Movement of Iran, 
called on all international organizations to put all their possibilities to work 
to prevent this (?unprecedented) [word indistinct]. 


In relation to the same issue, Mas'ud Rajavi, leader of the Mojahedin-e Khalgq 
Organization; Dr Fereydun Keshavarz, a former Tudeh Party leader; and General 
Banram Aryanna, leader of the Azadegan Movement have sent messages which you will 
hear. 


The text of Dr Shapur Bakhtiar's cable to the UN secretary general, the Inter- 
national Human Rights Commission, UNICEF, the Society of Democratic Lawyers and 
Amnesty International is as follows: 


The Islamic Republic of Khomeyni, which, according to facts, has since the beginning 
followed no policy other than that of (?killing) and crushing freedom seekers is 
now becoming more bloodthirsty in the face of the increasing wave of the Iranian 
nation's protest and rebellion. The increase in the (?wave) of bloodshed, summary 
group trials and savage massacres with little precedence in history which have 
surpassed the limit of savagery of cruelty, especially in the past 3 days with the 
execution of young children and adolescent boys and girls, has caused great concern 
among the Iranian nation and the public opinion of the human society. 


By taking Iran back to the dark era of barbarianism and by starting a bloodbath 
under the aegis of its policy of terror and repression, the regime is now, according 
to officials in its judiciary, trying demonstrators in the streets in groups and 

is executing them in prison before (?sunrise) and, contrary to all human laws and 
international agreements, is immediately killing the wounded [words indistinct]. 


While the Islamic republic has been beheading innocent people for more than 2 years 
now and the average number of announced executions has passed the 90 percent mark; 
at a time when judiciary authorities do not refrain from immediately executing 
children, whatever their age may be, and who speak about antiregime demonstrations; 
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at a time when the punishment of demonstrators has been specified to be death in 

the worst way or by amputating the right arm or left leg, the request of the Iranian 
nation of responsible international organizations which are working toward ensuring 
of human rights is that they break their silence in the face of these numerous 
crimes and express all-aspected protest. They should also use all their efforts 

and capabilities to stop the ever-increasing killing of the Iranians to justify 

the reason for their existence. 


A blood flood has started in our country, and no policy or consideration can 
justify the silence of international organizations in the bloodiest days of Iran. 


CSO: 4600/204 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO CLAIMS SOVIETS TRAIN COMMANDOS 
NC170959 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 16 Sep 81 
[Station Talk] 


[Text] Compatriots! In previous programs we have spoken many times about the 
activities of the Feda'ivan-e Eslam and Soviet experts training these people. 
Today's talk is about the formation of a new 5,000 men commando group, consisting 
o, religious students of Qom who are all members of the Feda'iyan-e Eslam, the 
Iranian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood. 


Since its establishment and always rightly having considered the armed forces | 
as its opponent, the Islamic republic formed the Revolution Guards Corps as an 
organization to resist the army and it did its best to strengthen this corps. 
Developments in our country and the impact they have had on the Revolution Guards 
Corps during the past 6 months were new warnings to the officials of the Tehran 
regime. The weakening of the Revolution Guards morale [words indistinct} which 

came to light recently, started 6 months ago. At that time some of the ruling 
clergymen who had a better foresight started to think of seeking a solution. 

Sadeq Khalkhali, leader of the Feda'iyan-e Eslam, the person responsible for killing 
thousands of our compatriots, was among those who forewsaw the future and started 
implementing the plan of forming a 5,000 men strong commando force that obeyed 
orders only from him and is known as the "Khalkhali commandos." 


Sadeq Khalkhali himself chose the members of this commando group who had to belong 
to the Feda’iyan-e Eslam organization and had to be theological students of the 
Qom Feyziyeh School and possibly of religious schools in Mashhad and other cities. 
The theological students handpicked for this commando group [words indistinct] 
(?7have to) pledge to fight opponents of Ruhollah Khomeyni and the Islamic Republic 
until their last breath. Therefore, the most (?fanatic and reactionary) persons 
are chosen for this job. 


These people are being trained in two stages and in groups of 200. Each group is 
first trained for 2 weeks at Sadeq Khalkhali's mansion in Shemiran which previously 
belonged to Nader Jahanbani, the executed airforce general. They are trained under 
the supervision of a second colonel of the former shah's special force. This 
officer ousted from the special force--notorious among armed forces personnel for 
his brutality and strong fanaticism—leads the first stage of the intensive commando 
classes, aided by two Syrian deputies and three Iranian associates. After the 
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2-week course, the members of the commando force are immediately sent to the 
Asalom area in north Iran where they undergo another 2 weeks of operational training 
under the supervision of Soviet experts. 


It is necessary to note that at present approximately (717,000) Soviet citizens 
are dispersed throughout our country, either officially or unofficially. Many 

of them have been chosen from among the most expert agents of our northern neighbor 
and are well acquainted with regional dialects such as Mazandarani, (Gilaki), 

Azeri and Kurdish. They are in continuous contact with Khalkhali and his agents. 


The expenses of the 5,900 men strong Khalkhali commando group are met by Khalkhali 
himself and through the confiscation of (?property belonging to executed people). 
Sadeq Khalkhali (?forces) people to be executed to write out a will transferring 
their property [words indistinct] and then, on the basis of these wills, he 
confiscates their property. 


The commando group has headquarters in Qom and [word indistinct] at the Lavizan 
and Saitanatabad garrisons in Tehran. However, these men live separated from 
others and do not have the slightest contacts with revolution guards. Many of the 
followers of their eminences Shari'Atmadari and Qomi and other religious leaders 
such as Allamen Mazandarani, Hojjat ol-Eslam (Gorgani), Ayatollah Hajj (Qavam 
Khatib) and Ayatollah (Mowla'i), now in Evin prison, were arrested by members of 
the Khalkhali commando group. 


Compatriots! History has always shown that no arbitrary rule can resist the firm 
determination of a (?rebellious) nation. However, Radio Iran considers it as its 


duty to inform the combatants, who have armed themselves and whose objective is to 
overthrow Khomeyni's regime, of this last futile effort by the clerical regime. 


CSO: 4640/103 
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IRAN 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS NOTED BY CLANDESTINE RADIO 
NC171836 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 16 Sep 81 
[Station Talk: "Has the Iranian Regime Neared Its Downfall?"] 


[Text] In our talk today we will briefly glance at the situation facing Ruhollah 
Khomeyni's regime as well as discuss the current events in our country based on 
information from our dear listeners. 


Facts show that the ruling regime is in that stage of its life that on the one hand 
it is facing its neighbors’ aloofness and on the other it is drowning in a sea of 
difficulties stemming from assassinations and explosions by armed opponents inside 
Iran. The regime's relations with foreign organizations, whose influence at one 
time extended even to the Revolution Council and which once trained the armed men 
of Khomeyni's regime, have changed so much that their distance from the leaders 

of Tehran is gradually increasing. 


Recently, Hani al-Hasan met with a number of the regime's opponents in Paris. 

The meeting was a show of support for this anti-regime group and a sign of the 
changes in the political strategy of Khomeyni's former friends. An interesting 
point is that when Hani al-Hasan was in Tehran he was so trusted by the clerical 
regime that he could directly participate in the decision-making conferences of 
the Revolutionary Council and voice an opinion in the council's decisions. It 

was after the meeting between Hani al-Hasan with the anti-regime group that the 
alarm was sounded in Tehran and the rage of Khomeyni's officials over his visit was 
revealed. The newspaper SOBH-E AZADEGAN, the organ of the Revolution Guards 
Corps, published a (?commentary) condemning the meeting. In retaliation for this 
meeting, Iranian officials issued orders for the arrest of two of Khomeyni's body- 
guards who were PLO members and sent them to Evin prison on charges of plotting 

to assassinate Khomeyni. 


The regime's concern over the good relations between opponents and an organization 
that was formerly friendly with Khomeyni increased because this organization was 
an effective force in organizing the revolution guards and the committees. Since 
the explosion at the Prime Ministry, the regime has become even more terrified 
with the infiltration of members of this anti-regime group. This (?terror could 
be seen) in the remarks by Khomeyni's prosecutor Amlashi. 








The clerical regime's officials are extremely worried that the severence of 
cooperation with organizations that were once supporters of Khomeyni might further 
weaken the regime's (?already) shaky security, even though secret agents of the 
Soviet Embassy in Tehran helped by the Moscow-affiliated Tudeh Party have been 
mobilized to strengthen the security forces of Khomeyni's regime. 


Together with these developments, Hashemi-Rafsanjani and Colonel Namju left for 
the PDRK on Monday. In addition, Mir Hoseyn Musavi yesterday left for Libya, 
where he will participate in the meeting of the leaders of the Arab Steadfastness 
and Confrontation Front. He will also meet with these leaders to discuss the 
current problems with the organizations that previously supported Khomeyni. 


What is noteworthy is the infiltration of the regime's opponents into the highest 
ranks of the government's various (?organizations). The revolutionary prosecutor 
general's remarks on Sunday confirmed this. Furthermore, facts show that Khomeyni 
himself is no longer safe. This infiltration by the regime's opponents is so 
extensive that according to the TIMES newspaper, last month opponents planted a 
defused bomb in Khomeyni's residence in Jamaran with a note attached to it that 
read: It is better for Khomeyni to surrender and to withdraw. 


In light of the current developments, Khomeyni has canceled all his meetings for 

2 weeks and Hashemi-Rafsanjani, a member of the Presidential Council and speaker 
of the regime's Legislative Council, is visiting the PDRK. Their absence from the 
scene cf the current developments is coupled with the clashes between revolution 
guards and opponents of the regime. This confrontation is becoming more open each 
day and the people are no longer afraid to organize street demonstrations. As 

an example, we can look at the incidents on Tuesday, 15 September, when the people 
demonstrated in Tehran and the regime said that they burned a bus. The regime's 
opponents have said that after the recent clashes many of the people who are 
disgusted will take to the streets like Tuesday and that confrontations, rebellions 
and general strikes will overthrow the ruling regime. 





In addition, the presence of soldiers of the National Iranian Army led by General 
Aryana on Iran's border is in itself a heralder of other extensive activities and 
that in the near future effective steps toward the country's liberation will be 
taken. Another important point is the presence of the determined opponents of 
Khomeyni's regime in Paris whose sphere of influence both inside and outside Iran 
is widening and the strategy of a number of whom is the gradual elimination of 
Khomeyni's close associates. 


Today's talk cannot end without mentioning another important point, that is, the 
clashes of opinion among the revolution guards and that following a request by 
Mahdavi-Kani and Ruhollah Khomeyni's (?confirmation), Mohsen Reza'i was chosen 
commander of the corps in a bid to prevent differences among its various factions. 


Informed political circles in Iran believe that with the continuous attacks by the 
compatriot Kurds, the pitiless (?attacks) by the combatant patriotic Baluchi, the 
unrest in Azarbayjan and the presence of sworn armed forces personnel on the 
Iranian border are all heralders of the end of a regime that, for the past 2 yeais 
and some months, has brought nothing but death and calamity and the destruction of 
Iran's ancient culture. 


CSO: 4640/103 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE REPORTS ON DOMESTIC UNREST 
NC181722 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 18 Sep 81 


[Text] According to news agency reports, clashes between armed combatants and 
Khomeyni's hireling revolution guards continued yesterday, the 12th consecutive 
day of clashes between them. 


In view of the fact that there are no foreign correspondents in Iran and in order 
to keep the people uninformed about incidents in Iran, reports on the armed clashes 
in Tehran and other towns are not broadcast as they should be by the world's mass 
media. But Free Voice of Iran correspondents have sent various reports on the 
clahses in Tehran, Shiraz, (?Isfahan), Kordestan, Baluchestan, the Persian Gulf 
coastal provinces and cities in the northern part of our homeland which will be 
broadcast for your information. 


According to a Free Voice of Iran [VFOI] correspondent, explosions and clashes 
occurred in seyeral parts of Tehran yesterday and a number of Khomeyni's revolution 
guards and the regime's officials were killed. In demonstrations held in Tehran, 
the demonstrators expressed their disgust over the fascist acts of Khomeyni's 
regime and chanted the slogans "Death to Khomeyni" and "Death to reaction.” In 

the offensive against the regime's leaders, a bombwas hurled at a house in Tehran 
where a number of the regime's officials live, killing three and wounding three. 
Because of the problems faced by the FVOI correspondent in contacting our clandestine 
transmitter, he was unable to give details about the three people killed. Tehran's 
censored newspapers too did not mention the names of the persons killed. So far, 
we have received no reports on the losses inflicted on the revolution guards in 

the last 2 days of clashes. However, in one armed clash in front of a Mojahedin-e 
Khalq meeting place several guards were killed. 


The FVOI correspondent reports from northern Iran that yesterday, too, big clashes 
broke out between armed combatants and mercenary revolution guards in which more 
than 15 guards were killed and wounded. These clashes followed massive anti- 

regime demonstrations supported by armed combatants. Our correspondent also reports 
that anti-regime demonstrations in northern Tehran were more massive than the 
demonstrations on previous days. The armed combatants are expected to heighten 
their armed activities in the coming days. 


67 











According to the same reports, the wave of strikes is gradually spreading to 
government organizations and offices. In addition 33 people were arrested following 
the stzr.ke by employees of the tobacco company. 


The FVOI correspondent reports that simultaneous with the intensification of the 
armed combatants’ clashes with the guards, the assassinations of personalities 
and officials of the regime and of people close to Khomeyni are increasing. 
Yesterday in Shiraz, Hojjat ol-Eslam (Habib), a fundamentalist clergyman was 
assassinated by armed opponents. In Mashhad, a famous fundamentalist clergymen 
was killed by a shot fired by an unidentified person. The name of this clergyman 
has not yet been announced and the occupied radio of the "Islamic" regime has not 
mentioned it. 


Meanwhile, Khomeyni's regime is continuing to execute combatant and freedom-seeking 
youths and adolescents in the prisons. Nineteen combatant and revolutionary youths 
of our homeland, including a 16-year-old girl, have been sent to the gallows. 
During the past 2 and 1/2 months Khomeyni's regime has executed more than 1,850 
people without trials. In the same period, about 2,000 people have been placed 

in Khomeyni's (?prisons). 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON MADANI SLAYING 
NC121607 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 12 Sep 81 


[Text] A new organization opposing Khomeyni's regime has assumed responsibility 
for murdering Asadollah Madani, Khomeyni's representative in Azerbayjan. This was 
reported by the French newspaper LE DAUPHINE LIBERE. 


According to the French newspaper, an anonymous person contacted the newspaper's 
office by telephone and said that an organization, of which he himself is a member, 
is responsible for the killing of the Tabriz Friday imam, Asadollah Madani. The 
French newspaper reports that the anonymous person, who said that he was an Iranian, 
told the shift employee of LE DAUPHINE LIBERE that the movement of the followers 

of the religions law [Nehzate-e Peyrovan-e Shari'at] is responsible for the slaying 
of Asadollah Madani in Tabriz. 


This Iranian, who refused to give his name, added that in the near future the 
movement of the followers of the religious law will implement other plans against 
Khomeyni's regime. He said that among his organization's plans are those to kill 
elements close to Ayatol!ah Khomeyni and officials of the regime ruling Iran. 


The only thing the undentified person said about the movement of the followers 

of the religious law is that this movement has great influence in Mashhad, Yazd, 
Lorestan, Kordestan, Azerbayjan and in the areas near Turkey along the Iranian 
border, and that it includes a great number of people. The LE DAUPHINE LIBERE 

also added that the unidentified person said that the center of the movement is in 
Tabriz. He announced that from now on the members of the movement will commence 
extensive underground activities. The French newspaper has not made any reference 
to whether the movement of the followers of the religious law has assumed responsi- 
bility for slaying other officials of Khomeyni's regime or not. 


After announcing this the Free Voice of Iran's political analyst said that the 


slaying of Asadollah Madani in Tabriz is probably connected with the recent execu- 
tion in the city. 


CSO: 4640/103 
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RETURN OF FUNDS DEMANDED--Tehran, 16 Sep (PARS News Agency)--The head of Iran's 
nuclear power plant, Reza Amrollahi, said in Tehran yesterday that in response to 
a lawsuit by the German Kraftwerk Union filed with the International Arbitration 
Court in Geneva, Iran has demanded the return of all money it has paid to the 
German company for the company's violation of the text of its agreement with the 
Iranian Government. He said sometime after the culmination of the Islamic revolu- 
tion the provisional government cancelled its earlier contracts with the German 
Kraftwerk Union because Iran would thereby have to expend as much as 7.8 billion 
Deutsche marks and at the same time enter into numerous costly sub-contracts 
incurring unfathomable costs. The Iranian offical said following the cancellation 
of the contract the German company had filed a claim for damages to the tune of 
1.7 billion marks with a Paris tribunal. He said the lawsuit is now being investi- 
gated by an arbitration court in Geneva. The Iranian nuclear official added that 
the German Kraftwerk Union had violated certain provisions of its agreement with 
Iran including its due delivery to Iran of parts and components which it was bound 
to deliver before the Islamic revolution. He added insofar as the text of the 
agreement stipulates Iran has no commitment to the contracting company until such 
time as all parts and machinery ordered are fully unloaded in the Iranian ports, 
and that on the strength of the text of the contract Iran has demanded the return 
of the money so far paid to the German contractor. Amrollahi noted that Iran is 
making an effort to use all available machinery to its optimum. [Text] [LD160950 
Tehran PARS in English 0755 GMT 16 Sep 81] 


BRIEFS 


RESISTANCE COUNCIL CALLS FOR STRIKES--Paris, 19 Sep (AFP)--The Paris-based Iranian 
National Resistance Council has called on supporters in Iran to “organize strikes" 
to oppose the "dictatorship" of Ayatollah Ruh»ilah Khomeyni and obtain the respect 
of national and popular rights, the group said here today. In a communique, the 
council said that the strike call had been distributed in Iran during the past 
week by the Peoples Mojahedin, the major opposition movement to the Iranian Islamic 
regime. [Text] [NC191240 Paris AFP in English 1229 GMT 19 Sep 81] 


GUNBOATS IN INDIAN OCEAN--Algiers, 22 Sep (AFP)--Three French-built Iranian 
gunboats, attacked off the Spanish coast in August by an anti-Khomeyni commando, 
are now in the Indian Ocean, sailing toward iran, Western diplomatic sources 
reported here today. The three vessels reached the Indian Ocean via the Suez 
Canal and the Red Sea after a brief stop in Tripoli, the sources said. The 
Khanjar, Meyseh and Tabarzin left military dockyards in Cherbourg, western France, 
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on 1 August. The Tabarzin was boarded on 13 August by a party of armed anti- 
Khomeyni gunmen off Cadiz, Spain. The gunmen surrendered to the French Navy 

in the southern port of Toulon 6 days later and the Tabarzin sailed to the Algerian 
port of Mars-al-Kabir to rejoin the other two gunboats. There had been no news 

of the three vessels since they left Mars-ai-Kabir on 2 September. [Text] 
[NC221222 Paris AFP in English 1117 GMT 22 Sep 81] 


CODED MESSAGES REPEATED--Attention, attention! Coded messages to the armed 
combatants, communications branch: Please record these messages and after decoding 
them inform the supplies branch: Resistance cell of unit 44: the storks are on 
their way. [Repeated] Resistance cells 19, 21 and 30: The chests of Shiraz, 
Esfahan and Tabriz are ready. [Repeated] Unit 51: The Friday mosque, range two, 
is waiting. The sweets have been sent in a box. [Repeated] Unit 24: The flowers 
have blossomed. The apple boxes will be sent tomorrow. [Repeated] Units 12, 9 
and 38: Open the locks. The eagles will return to their nests. [Repeated] 

Pay attention to the general code numbers: 25, 34, 96, 071, 333. [Repeated] 

The lights are on. Over. [Text] [GF131626 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran 

in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 13 Sep 81] 


OFFICIAL RECEIVES BELGIAN AMBASSADOR--The central news unit reports that the 
Belgian ambassador to Tehran this afternoon met with the political undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of our country. At this meeting questions 

of expanding the political and economic relations between the two countries were 
discussed. The political undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
elaborated on the stance of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran with 
regard to world political issues and the war imposed on Iran by the Ba'thist regime 
oi: Iraq. [Text] [LD121809 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 12 Sep 81] 


GOVERNOR DENIES KEROSENE SHORTAGE--Muslim Khuzestani people, following the issuance 
of a rumor that the price of kerosene will be increased, we have deemed it necessary 
to inform you Muslim people--who are always on the scene--that the price of white 
kerosene used in houses will not be increased under any circumstances. Its price 

is fixed at 2.5 rials per liter. The cost of white kerosene used in houses will 

not be increased in the future. It is necessary to remind you that the formation 

of long lines to purchase kerosene and the storage of petroleum products is very 
dangerous and violates every precautionary rule. [Text] [Communique issued by 

the Public Relations Department of the Khuzestan Governor General's Office on 

17 September 1981] [GF171542 Ahvaz Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 17 Sep 81] 


SHAH'S MESSAGE DISTRIBUTED--World news agencies have reported that the activities 
of monarchist groups inside and outside Iran have greatly intensified. According 
to these reports, cassette tapes and numerous statements supporting Reza Pahlavi, 
the son of the late shah of Iran, have been widely distributed in various Iranian 
cities and some Tehran neighborhoods. In these cassette recordings of Reza Pahlavi's 
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message, it is said that we have a shah who is awaiting the people's invitation 

to return to Iran. Informed sources and political observers in Tehran have stated 
that this is the first noteworthy move by monarchist groups in the past few months. 
[Text] [NC181738 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 

18 Sep 81] 


ANTI-BAZARGAN WAVE--Mehdi Bazargan has described Behzad Nabavi's remarks as base- 
less. Nabavi has said that during his premiership Bazargan gave opponents of the 
regime and the Mojahedin-e Khalq the opportunity to infiltrate government organi- 
zations. Bazargan, Khomeyni's first prime minister, strongly rejected these remarks. 
In the staged Friday prayer in the Tehran University, Musavi-Ardabili too bluntly 
called owners of the MIZAN newspaper U.S. agents. We wish to remind you that 
MIZAN newspaper, which puLiished Mehdi Bazargan's views, was closed down together 
with Bani~Dadr's ENQELAB-E ESLAMI newspaper, the national front's organ JEBHE-YE 
MELLI and the (?Tudeh) Party's organ KARNAME-YE MARDOM, all of which were banned 
by the regime some months ago. Recently, attacks on Bazargan and on his group 

by Khomeyni's regime and the mullahs hive increased. Some time ago Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani strongly criticized Bazargan and the group supporting him during a 
meeting of the clerical majlis. [Text] [NC191732 (Clandestine) Free Voice of 
Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 19 Sep 81] 


ENVOY RETURNS FROM USSR--Last week Mohammad Mokri, the Khomeyni regime's ambassador 
to the Soviet Union, returned to Tehran in order to report to Khomeyni on his 
activities in Msocow. It is said that during his visit to Tehran, Mokri conveyed 
the Kremlin leader's proposals and conditions for continuing its support for the 
Islamic regime, which consisted of giving a wider hand to Tudeh Party members in 
ruling the country. Well-informed sources believe that Khomeyni's regime intends 
to use the said experts and officials in Savama and in the huge intelligence 
service that supposedly is to be established. [Excerpt] [GF201650 (Clandestine) 
Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 20 Sep 81] 


OPIUM ARREST--According to the central news unit, the personnel of the Kami 

post near Torbat-e Heydariyeh, yesterday succeeded in discovering 57 kgr of opium 
froma person who intended to travel to Mashhad from Zabol. He was handed over to 
judicial officials. [Text] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 19 Sep 81] 


DRUG SMUGGLERS--According to a PARS News Agency dispatch, in an armed clash between 
the Islamic Revolution Guards and members of the antinarcotics staff on the one 

hand and five professional smugglers on the other which took place in the 
(Nashtighan) region in Khash yesterday, three smugglers were wounded and another 

two were captured. According to the same dispatch 140 kg of opium were found on 

the smugglers and the wounded were moved into a hospital for treatnment. The other 
two who were captured were handed over to Mashhad's Islamic Revolution Public 
Prosecutor's Office. [Text] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 19 Sep 81] 
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FINNISH FIRMS, AFTER YEAR OF UNCERTAINTY, START PROJECTS 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 1 Sep 81 p 26 


[Article by Renny Jokelin: '"'Vise-Phenomenon' Has Passed, Iraqi Projects Again 
in Full Swing") 


[Text] After nearly a year of uncertainty and unrest the exports projects of Fin- 
nish enterprises in Iraq once again resumed normal operations in the fall. 


Over the summer Finnish firms received approximately 1 billion markkas in contin- 
uation funds and exporters are relatively optimistic about continuation work. In 
the opinion of many, Finnish resources are, however, beginning to reach the satura- 
tion point in one country. 


The reputation of the Finns suffered some blows in Iraq primarily as a result of 
the problems and bankruptcy struggle by Vise and the VS-Group. In the first part 
of summer the Iraqis became fed up with the situation and unilaterally decided 

to cut off all negotiations with the Finns for a full month. VS was finally able 
to re-solve the situation and now several Finnish contractors are breathing caut- 
ious sighs of relief: we are living in a period after Vise, a spectacle which 
could have become a nightmare has now passed. 


At the present time the Finns have contracts worth approximately 3.5 billion mark- 
kas. This sum is, however, quite prone to fluctuate for many reasons. In several 
projects development has already progressed so far that a portion of the money 

has already been paid and a part of this amount is already in Finland. According 
to some calculations, the sum of the "projects currently under construction" in- 
cludes in their entirety even such projects which are almost completed. 


Thus, for example, the completion of the conference center contract in the capital 
city of Baghdad next year will drop 800 million markkas from the sum in one fell 
swoop. 


Enterprises have not announced the markka value of their projects partly because 
of competition, partly at the request of the Iraqis. In many instances the final 
monetary value of the project is not known since it is normal that the project 
will swell by 15--25 percent due to delays and overruns. 
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In talking about the value of these projects the sums normally quoted are those 
of the original estimates for the projects while still in the planing stage. The 
Iraqis are no more enthusiastic than the Finns about publicly quoting fluctuating 
money amounts. 


All this is further complicated by the fluctuations of the U.S. dollar since the 
majority of the projects in the Near East is arranged in dollars. 


"Nationalization" of Labor Force 


In recent months a clarification of the situation has once again brought hundreds 
of Finnish workers and family members to the enclaves of barracks in the middle 
of the desert. Many of those returning have not even been frightened by the con- 
tinuing war between Iraq and Iran, which has, however, quieted down to a subdued 
Stationary war. 


Due to the continuous back-and-forth traffic there are no reliable figures on the 
number of Finnish workers in Iraq. According to the Association of Construction 

Contractors there are close to 2,000 Finnish workers in Iraq, or the same amount 

as there was when the border war broke out in September. 


At the end of last year the number had dropped to 250--350 Finns while, on the 
other hand, Pakistanis, Filipinos, and Iraqis on Finnish payrolls continued to 
work. According to an interview conducted by HELSINGIN SANOMAT there are at this 
time more than a 1,000 Finnish workers in Iraq and more than 3,000 other related 
people. 


Many enterprises have attempted to "nationalize" their projects, in other words, 
Iraqis or workers from the Third World have been trained for more demanding jobs. 
At many job sites -- particularly in continuation project« -- Finnish participa- 
tion is limited to supervision, planning, and the execution of more demanding 
phases. 


Peak Period Next Year 


Only a couple months ago Finnish contracts in Iraq were clearly experiencing a 
downward trend. According to current schedules the majority of previous contracts 
will conclude in the middle and fall of next year. The milestone is the summit 
conference of nonaligned countries, which will be held in Baghdad. 


The capital city's conference center and the luxury hotels surrounding it must 

be completed before the above-mentioned conference convenes. Several of the Lohja 
Company's units and projects will be completed by the fall of 1982. Without new 
agreements the number of Finnish projects will decline at a stable rate. 


The most recent Finnish project is the 600-million markka construction project 
obtained by Perusyhtyma and Vesto in the beginning of August. The agreement pro- 
vides that these companies will deliver to the Iraqi State Construction Association 
(Sccco) multipurpose facilities, libraries, movie theaters, restaurants, and meeting- 
and sports facilities over the next 3 years. 
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Of the 600 million 70 percent will go to the Finnish firms, which is an exceptionally 
large share. Normally the percentage of the project amount going to Finland is 
calculated to be 20--30 percent. 


The enterprises want to avoid the "Vise-phenomenon" at all costs and concluded 
the agreement in the greatest secrecy. The enterprises are also not revealing 
the locations of the construction sites in accordance with the requests of the 
Iraqis. 


Perusyhtyma will in addition to the above construct a municipal facility for the 
city of Mosul alone. The project is estimated to last until 1982 and its value 
will be 160 million markkas. 


Another recent contract is the AS-companies' (Are Company and Sahkoliikkeiden Con- 
pany) deliveries of equipment and construction materials to three cities at a value 
of 350 million. This contract is a result of unfinished work by the bankrupt VS- 
Group, which a year ago was involved in a several billion markka air-conditioning 
and electrification contract. 


It has been calculated that the contract will provide 600 man-years of work and 
will last 40 months or there will be enough work for 200 people for 3 years. Ap- 
proximately one-third of the project will be completed in Finland and a third in 
Iraq with Finnish labor. The remaining third will be accomplished by foreigners 
in Iraq. 


Constracts concluded over the summer alsy include Valmet's agreement for exporting 
50 million markkas' worth of tractor-excavators. Valmet will build the excavators 
in completed plant faclities. Later the annual production will be increased to 
600 units. 





Around the Palace 


The largest single Iraqi project has been the conference palace to be built in 
Baghdad, which has been contracted by a consortium of four Finnish enterprises, 
the Irco Group. It includes Lemminkainen and its sister company Palmberg as well 
as Polar and Terasbetoni. 


The contract obtained in July 1978 was orginally supposed to have been completed 
in the fall of 1981, but the war and expansion work on the contract have stretched 
out the schedule. Director Antero Kallio of Irco states that the project will 

be completed by the end of March 1982. 


According to Kallio the value of the project has increased "significantly" from 
the 500--600 million. This means approximately 200 million markkas. 


Irco is employing 450--500 Finns on the palace contruction project, approximately 
50 other Europeans and more than 1,000 Asians. The front portion and framework 
of the palace are completed, finishing work and the interior remain to be done. 


Numerous other Finnish enterprises with smaller contracts and subcontracts have 
gathered around the palace. 
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The electrical work worth tens of millions has been given to the Elco Group, whici 
includes Are, Hankkija, and Sahkolahteenmaki. In May 1980 Finnav received a 5.5- 
million marrka acoustics and sound project. 


Huber has received a 40-million markka heat and water equipment installation con- 
tract for the luxury hotel, Residential, to be buiit near the palace. The project 
has doubled in value in a couple years. There are approximately 45 Finnish wor- 
kers on the project, which will be completed by the end of the year. Huber is 
doing the work as a subcontractor for a Swedish firm. 


Lohja Has Additional Projects 


The Lohja Company, which is negotiating with the Iraqi State Construction Associa- 
tion on completing Vise's unfinished portion of the agricultural institute con- 
tract, is at this time the front runner for any new projects. The value of the 
completion work is approximately 150 million markkas. 


Project Export Director Arto Korhonen of Lohja believes that a positive agreement 
will materialize in September or October as a result of the continuation work. 

At the present time these continuation projects are employing 100 Finns and a cou- 
ple hundred Pakistanis for 2 years. 


Lohja participated in the construction of 28 technical and vocational schools and 
six agricultural institutes together with Vise and Sccco. Lohja's portions of 

the project will be completed at the end of the year. The withdrawal of Vise from 
the picture transferred the completion of the projects to the other partners in 
the: work group. 


At this time Lohja is employing 300 Finns, 650 Pakistanis or Filipinos as well 
as 50--100 Iraqis in its Iraq projects. 


The value of Lohja's contracts is now approximately 300 million markkas. Lohja 
has built five element plants in Iraq and elements are being delivered for 2,600 
housing units. 


According to Korhonen the Al Qaim plant- and delivery project is more than half 
done and work is progressing normally. The war between Iraq and Iran delayed the 
project 3--4 months, but the time will be made up by 90 Finnish and 300 Pakistani 
workers. The Al Qaim contract is worth approximately 250 million markkas. 


Lohja's most recent projects are the two element plants and deliveries for a rail- 
road project agreed upon in June and August of 1980. Lohja will build stations 
between the cities of Al Qaim and Ramad. The value of these projects is approxi- 
mately 45--48 million and they will employ a total of 30 Finns and 200 Pakistanis 
or Filipinos. Both projects are to be completed in the fall of next year. More 
than half of June's deliveries and one-third of August's are completed. 


An attempt is being made to minimize the proportion of Finnish workers in these 
projects by means of training. 
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Nokia to Begin 


More promising prospects for the future have been predicted for Nokia, whose sister 
company Nokia Engineering is currently beginnin work on two projects vaJued joint- 

ly at 400 million markkas. Included in these projects are numerous subcontractors, 
the Ensio Miettinen Company, among others. 


The majority of the largest 350-million-markka contract is taking place in the 

two sections of Baghdad, where Nokia is delivering and installing electric cables. 
Cables amounting to a value of 55 million will be extended to a "thousand" small 
villages, the location of which the Iraqis are not quite clear. 


The 400--500 million-markka continuation contract is predicted for Nokia, but accor- 
ding to Assistant Director Matti Nuuttila it is premature to talk about any "nego- 
tiations". 


The Malempo Group formed together with the Iraqis by Lemminkainen and Polar will 
also begin a new contract. The consortium has delivered 140 million markkas' worth 
of municipal engineering equipment to the Doran section of Baghdad. 


The second phase just acquired will last 2.5 years and is valued at 110 million. 
It will employ only a few Finns, but approximately 500 Iraqis. 


Yleinen Insinooritoimisto (YIT) [General Engineering Office] and Vesi-Pekka have 
contructed a resort area on the island of Tajiat in the Tigris River, the original 
value of which was 320 million markkas. 


According to Lasse Johansson, YIT's area chief responsible for Iraq, 20--25 per- 
cent more work could, however, accumulate or 1 million markkas' worth. The war 
delayed the project a little, but the schedule will be made up with 100 Finns and 
550--600 Filipinos. 


From Contracts to Exports 


In the opinion of several exportors the Finns can look hopefully at Iraq, but, 
on the other hand, they believe that Finnish resources have already reached the 
saturation point in one country. Because of risks, projects should also te dis- 
tributed to other countries. 


Kyosti Peippo, the trade counsellor in Baghdad, is urging Finnish enterprises to 
make a transition from contract projects to exports. 


10576 
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KUWAIT 


TEXT OF AMIK RAMADHAN'S SPEECH 
Kuwait AL~QABAS in Arabic 24 Jul 81 p 3 


[Article: "In a Speech to the Kuwaiti People and the Arab and Islamic Community, 
The Amir Calls for Effective Confrontation of Israel and Those Supporting It; De- 
mands that the Arabs Rise to Their Historical Responsibilities" ] 


[Text] His Highness the Amir of Kuwait called on the Arab Nation to reject the 
concept of trying to dominate one another to restore the lack of trust among 
themselves, and to rise to their historic responsibilities, at this decisive stage 
of their lives, in order that the Arabs may have comprehensive and effective posi- 
tions, with which to confront Israeli aggression and those who support it. 


In a speech directed to the Kuwaiti people, and the Arab and Islamic community, 

on the occasion of the last ten days of Ramadhan, His Highness said that the 
bloody aggression against Lebanon and the heroic Palestinian people, and the kill- 
ing of innocent civilians without discrimination, can only be considered a new 
Dayr Yasin, perpetrated by the same evil hands, who have killed innocents before, 
blown up houses, and thrown the martyrs down the village well. 


His Highness added that this aggression was the Ramadhan salutation and greeting 
card, which Israel sent to the Arabs and Muslims, and to all peace loving people. 
With respect to the world around it, Israel only exists among protests, condemna- 
tions and valueless resolutions, some of which are closely supportive of it, in 
terms of effective opposition. 


His Highness asserted that distrust and the desire of some to dominate others does 
not give an opportunity nor yield benefit in any meeting or joint undertaking. 
Intentions must be improved. He called for effective support for Lebanon and the 
Palestinian revolution, which must have an effect on Israel and those who support 
it. Without thls support, Israel could no nothing. His Highness said that the 
first thing to do was for us to speak out frankly about our problems. After the 
divisive and argumentative words, one word becomes clear and that word is will. 
The will is a positive and continuous action. 

His Highness ‘also called for consultation among Muslims, in the name of the Pro- 
phet of God, may God's prayers and peace be upon him, to stop the shedding of 
Muslims’ blood during these holy months, referring to the Iraqi-Iranian war. 


At the conclusion of his speech, His Highness implored the citizens to adhere 
to national unity, increase their strength and the love in their hearts, and reject 


78 











those who wish evil for the country, so that it will continue to be, as it always 
has been, a secure and safe haven for its sons and residents. He said that each 
individual and institution should bear the responsibility, upon which that de- 
pends. 


Text of the Speech 

The following is the text of the speech of His Highness the Amir of the country: 
"In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Praise be to God, the Lord of 
the world. Peace be to our lord, Muhammad, seal of the prophets, and on his com- 


panions, and those who follow him until judgment day. 


My brothers: 


I wanted to speak to you during this most holy month, the month of Ramadhan, and 
during the best days, the last ten days, in which we enjoy the night described by 
God, may he be praised, as: "The Night which is better than a thousand months. 
The angels and the Spirit descend in it with the permissior of their Lord--grant- 
ing Peace till the rising of the morning." 


May God save you and grant you long life {etc.] 

May you prosper, and God's blessings be upon you. 

May God grant us success and bring us the blessings of Ramadhan. 

May we carry faith and piety through the remainder of the year, and increase our 
capacity for bearing responsibility. Responsibility is faith in religion and in 
this world. It is fulfilling the law of God, the nation and the people. 


The Prophet of God says: "All of you are the flock, and all of you are respon- 
sible for the flock." 


In this noble saying, responsibility appears clearly defined, distributed and bal- 
anced within the community. Each individual and institution bears responsibility, 
in light of this prophetic saying. 


A New Dayr Yasin = 

My brothers, 

In this blessed month, in which the unity of the Muslims is expressed through ab- 
stinence and love, the faithful crowding the mosques, and the flourishing of 
study groups and Koran readings... 

In this month, we saw bloody aggression against Lebanon, and against the heroic 
Palestinian people, and the indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians, includ- 


ing many men, women, children and the elderly. 


It was a new Dayr Yasin, perpetrated by the same criminal hands which have killed 
innocents before, blown up houses, and thrown the martyrs into the village well. 
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This is the solutation of Ramadhan, and the greeting card, which Israel has given 
to the Arabs, Muslims, and to every friend of Islam. 


The Attack on Iraq 


Before this, there was the perfidious attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, a blow 
against the Arab march toward scientific progress. And before this, a long series 
of attacks, from which the al-Aqsa mosque was not safe, nor the Church of the 
Resurrection, nor muslim or christian holy men. 


It is a comprehensive plan of aggression (against the holy sites), which extends 
into the past and continues into the present by attempting to erase its signs, and 
by attacking it and destroying it. That action is also continuing into the fu- 
ture through restricting access and striking at its institutions. With respect 

to the world around it, Israel only exists amid protests, condemnations, and use- 
less resolutions, some of which are closely supportive ofolIsrael, in terms of ef- 
fective opposition. 


A Major Power Supports Israel 


Israel could not carry out such aggression if it were not for the support it re- 
ceives from a major power, which claims to carry the flag of justice and human 
rights. This power supplies Israel with money, science and advanced weapons, and 
supports it officially and actively in the international arena. This assistance 
is being increased and broadened, despite everything that Israel is doing. 


Countering Israel and Those Who Support It 
My brothers, 


While we are seeing Arab land being dewoured, illegally seized, ruined and devas- 
tated, we see disputes between the Arab nations and powers, becoming worse in 
their intensity and wider in their scope. Distrust, and the desire of some to 
dominate others, does not give scope for opportunity nor bear fruit, in any meet- 
ing or joint venture, unless intentious improve. There is no obstacle that can 
block our path, if we rise above all this, to the height of our historic respon- 
sibilities, at this decisive stage in our lives. The Arabs must have comprehen- 
sive and effective positions, with which to confront the Israeli aggression and 
those who support it. It is a repeated aggression, and it has begun to expand. 


We do not want our support for Lebanon and the Palestinian revolution to be mere 
words; that cannot relieve famine nor stop aggression. On the contrary, our 
support must be effective against Israel and those who support it for without 
this support, Israel would be helpless. 


This cooperation among us should not be a transitory thing, which ends when the 
problem is finished, rather, it should be an ongoing matter and a way of life 
which many nations, larger in size and resources than us, have been following, 
ani the positive benefits of which have been realized. Only then would Israel, 
and those who support it, realize that we will defy them in a new language, which 
only they can understand, as events have proved. 
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My brothers, 


The first thing we must do is to talk over our problems among ourselves frankly. 
After the divisive and argumentative words, one word shall be clear to us, will. 
The will is a positive and continuous act. Hence, I wish to say to my nation: 


Lets go forward as equals, so that we can bear together the responsibility of the 
present and future, with all our forces and our strength! 


My brothers, God bless and watch over you. His prophet and the true believers 
called for consulation, especially if matters worsened for them. He said: 


"Thus it is by God's mercy that thou art gentle to them. And hadst thou been 
rough, hard-hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around thee. So 
pardon them and ask protection for them, and consult them in (important) matters. 
But when thou hast determined, put they trust in God. Surely, God loves those who 
trust (in Him)." 


The faithful extol, by saying in prayer: 


"Those who respond to their Lord and pray, and deliverate among themselves shall 
be rewarded." 


The best kind of deliberation occurs in an atmosphere of friendship and compassion, 
along with clarity of objective and resolution of direction. 


A Call to Stop the Bloodshed of Muslims 
My brothers, 


At the third Islamic summit conference, Kuwait called for the formation of an Is- 
lamic court of justice, created for the issues, judgments and interests among the 
Islamic nations. It supported and still supports any effort leading to the saving 
of Arab and Muslim blood. It supports the efforts of reconciliation and peace 
committees. 


We are now in the blessed month of Ramadhan, and are approaching the pilgrimage 
season. Can we not stop the shedding of Muslim blood in this blessed season? 

It is a cry from our Lord in his blessed book, which I voice. I believe that the 
millions of Muslims shouid likewise voice their cries, to their brothers in Iraq, 
and to our brethren in Islam in Iran, in order to stop the fighting, and leave to 
the judges and the people of good offices to determine, on their part, what is just 
for neighbours and brothers. 


A Secure and Frienaly House 
My brothers, 
I pray to God for his blessings upon you in Kuwait. May we live in friendship and 


in love, recognizing what is best for our country and defending it with our souls. 
May we all give thanks to the Lord. 
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[Several sentences follow giving thanks to the Lord and asking for His blessings 
upon Kuwait] 


a® 
In the name”of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Peace be upon you, and may God 
shower His mercy and blessings upon you. 
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KUWAIT 


LOAN TO ZIMBABWE REPORTED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 26 Jul 81 p 13 
[Article: "Kuwait Loans Zimbabwe KD8 Million"] 


[Text] A loan agreement was signed yesterday between the Zimbabwe National Rail- 
road and the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development. By its provisions, the 
fund will grant a loan, valued at 8 million Kuwaiti dinars, to share in a project 
to expand the Zimbabwe National Railroad operation. 


At che same time, an agreement was signed between the Republic of Zimbabwe and 
the Kuwah sae ound for Arab Economic Development, the obligations for which the bor- 
rower contracted were guaranteed by the government. 


The loan agreement was signed, on behalf of the Zimbabwe Railroad, by Mr N. Likukas, 
the director general. The insurance agreement was signed, on behalf of the Repub- 
lic of Zimbabwe, by Mr Munyar Adzi, deputy finance minister, and signing, on be- 
half of the fund, was ‘Abd al-Latif Yusef al-Hamad, minister of finance and plan- 
ning, and chairman of the board of the fund. 


The project is aimed at expanding the operation of the Zimbabwe railroad, through 
the purchase of 25 new diesel electric locomotives, each with a capacity of 2200 
horsepower, in addition to spare parts, and the training of technicians in their 
maintenance and operation. 


Total costs of the project are estimated at KD8.3 million, of which 96 percent is 
covered by the fund's loan. 


Implementation of the project is currently underway, and it is expected to be com 
pleted by the end of December, 1981. The term of the loan is 20 years, including 
a 3-year grace period. Payment will be in 24 installments, semi-annually, with 
the first one due on 1 February 1985, and the last on 1 August 2001. Interest 

on the loan will be 3.5 percent a year plus 0.5 percent annually to cover the 
costs of administration and loan agreement implementation services. 
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AIRLINE FACES GRAVE DIFFICULTIES 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 36, 7 Sep 81 p 5 


[Text ] 


Lebanon's national flag-carricr Middle East Airlines is 
in dire straits, if the accumulating body of evidence on 
its poor health is at all accurate. First, the airline has 
sustained heavy losses because of the closure of Beirut 
airport for 23 days in the Spring: then came the announ- 
cement that a contract to buy five Airbuses had been 
postponed, after that, the company said it was raising 
its capital to meet operational and investment costs; and 
the latest news is that MEA may have to consider firing 
2,500 of its estimated 5,000 staff, who in any case 
are being asked to forfeit the extra month’s salary paid 
at the end of the year in order to help the company 
stay afloat. 

In an interview with a Lebanese news agency 
last week, MEA Chairman Assad Nasr warned of the 
gravity of the airline’s situation and gave the following 
figures: the volume of operations had fallen by 69 per 
cent so far this year, in comparison with the same period 
of 1980. Last year was already a “difficult” one since 
traffic had fallen by 30 per cent over the previous year. 

MEA’s monthly losses are estimated at between 
LL 10 million and LL 12 million ($2.1-2.5 million), 
and the year’s losses are expected to reach LL 71 million 
($15 million). Furthermore, the volume of actual work 
to be done by the company’s stafi has fallen by 35 
per cent compared to 1974, Lebanon’s last golden year 
before the war. 

As a result of these factors, continuing insecurity 
in the country, a worldwide recession in air transport 
and the high cost of the collar, Mr Nasr outlined a two- 
point “rehabilitation” programme. At a first stage, the 
employees of the airline will be asked to forego the 
13th month’s salary, paid in many of Lebanon's busi- 
nesses. The company is in danger, he said, and cannot 
continue to draw on its reserves, and thus a second stage 
may be reached whgeggvf ‘s 2,500 employees may have 
to be made redundant. In Lebanon's already depressed 


labour market and widespread disguised unemployment, 
an extra 2,500 workers will obviously not improve the 
overall economic situation. 

Mr Nasr pointed out that the only hope for the 
company’s survival at present levels of staffing is a 
rescue operation by the state. MEA’s Managing Director, 
Selim Salam, stated last week that the airline would seek 
a “soft” loan from the government of LL 50 million, 
“which the Lebanese government has already offered.” 

Mr Salam also proposed another plan for rescuing 
MEA. He sajd the airline could only be saved if it ex- 
panded further and opened new routes. Being considered, 
Mr Salam said, were new services to North and South 
America as wel «« the Far East. 

If the company’s proposed expansion plan can get 
off the ground, MEA will begin new services to New 
York via Pais and to the Far East through the Gulf 
before the end of this year. A new route to Brazil 
through Africa is planned for next April. According 


to Mr Salam, the capanded list of routes wall be opc rates 
hy three Bocing 747s, which the company had leaseu 
to Saudia under a three-year agreement that expires 
last May. 

The immediate cause for concern about MEA’s 
finances has resulted from the return of these Bocing 
747s. Their lease, which included the crews trained to 
work on them, brought MEA enough income to cover the 
salaries of the company’s staff. These three Jumbos are 
now back with no open routes to utilise their capacity, 
and worst of all, they are MEA’s three most fuel-efficient 
aircraft. 

To use these aircraft effectively, MEA has two 
choices, taken separately or in combination. Either 
Mr Salam’s plan of long-haul routes is followed, or 4 
combined joint venture with Trans-Mediterranean Arr- 
ways (TMA) has to be hammered out. Lebanon's national 
cargo carrier, TMA has suffered extensive cutbacks in 
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MEA, been threatening widespread redundancies, af- 
fecting an estimated 60 professional staff alone, other 
than sem!-skilled and clencal workers. 

A look at the seriousness of both airlines’ positions 
suggests that a joint venture cr merger between the two 
should be chcsen by both companies — or even imposed 
on them. The Lebanese government indirectly owns a 
controlling interest in MEA through its controlling in- 
terest in Intra Investment Corp, a major share-holder in 
the airline. Although TMA isa private company, its owner, 
Munir Abu-Haidar, has always maintained an open mind 
to a joint venture with MEA. 

MEA’s Chairman, by contrast, does not have the 
freedom of movement enjoyed by Mr Abu-Haidar and 
his effectiveness has come into question of late, as a 
result of very long delays over the ordering of fuel- 
saving equipment. Such delays could be fatal in the 
airlines business, especially in the present circumstances 
| of MEA. 

Later this month, the company’s General Assembly 


its Operations to most European capitals and has, like 


will be asked to ratify a capital increase of 50 per cent, 
decided by MEA’s Board of Directors recently. The 
second in less than a year, the raise will take MEA’s 
capital from LL 100 million ($21.25 million) to LL 150 
million ($32 million). Part of the reason behind the 
increase is the need to finance expenditure associated 
with the acquisition of new and more economical Air- 
bus A-130s, ordered last year (An-Nahar Arab Report 
& MEMO, December 1, 1980). The signature of the sales 
contract was postponed recently because of the highly 
uncertain future facing MEA (An-Nahar Arab Report 
& MEMO, August 24). 

MEA raised its capital from LL 95 million ($27 
million) to LL 100 million ($28.5 million) last Novem- 
ber, when the dollar was worth LL 3.50. At record 
high rates today, when the exchange value of $1 is now 
LL 4.70, MEA’s capital of LL 100 million has effectively 
fallen by $7.25 million in dollar value since last year. 

The shares of the various holders in the company’s 
capital will most probably remain in the same pro- 
portion after the increase is approved. At present, a 
Lebanese-Arab company, Intra Investment Corp owns 
63 per¢ent of the capital, Air France holds ane#her 30 
per cent and the remaining 7 per cent is distributed 
among small share-holders, including the airline's emplo- 
yees 
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SYRIA 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN REFLECTS GOVERNMENT'S OPTIMISM 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 
[Text ] 


Somewhat late, Syria’s parliament, the People’s Coun- 
cil, has approved the country’s new five-year develop- 
ment plan for the penod 1981-85. The plan calls for 
annual growth of 7.6 per cent in Gross Domestic Product 
trom SL $5.273 billion ($1 = SL 3.927 at the official 
rate although it has been reported to go up as high as 
SL 5 in recent weeks) in 1980 to SL 79.763 billion by 
1985. According to the new plan’s projections, per 
capita GDP will thus grow at a rate higher than the 2 per 
cent reportedly achieved under the previous five-year 
plan. 

Such ambitious targets reflect the optimism of 
Syria’s economic planners, which is in marked contrast 
with the government's reported preoccupation in recent 
months over intemal unrest, successive crisesin Lebanon, 
tension with lordan and near-war with Israel. These 
factors are understood to have been at least partly res- 
ponsible for the six-month delay in the ratification of 
the plan by the People’s Council. 

The 1981-85 plan envisages a rise of 8.5 per cent 
annually in Syria’s Gross National Product, from SL 118.1 
billion in 1980 to SL 132.45 billion in 1985, while 
employment is projected to increase by 4.2 per cent 
over the same penod. Such expansion is to be achieved 
by continued growth in investment, which is targeted 
to reach S£102.493 billion by 1985 at an annual growth 
rate of 6.6 per cent. The volume of investments is to be 
divided between the pubhe and pnvate secton im a ratio 
of about 4:1, with public entermrise receiving S£80.788 
billion and private firms gettivzg SL 20.705 over the 
plan penod 

Gi these totals, $£17.2 billion have been earmarked 
for agriculture, and SL 734 million will go to tourism, 
including S£ 233 million for new projects. Education is 
another area that has been given importance in the 
investment programme, although no detailed figures 
have been published. The allocations for investment 


in English No 35, 31 Aug 81 pp 4-5 


capenditure in the new plan reflect renewed concem 
with productivity growth, as there had been a noticeable 
down-ward shift in Syria's investment spending in recent 
years, with the main emphasis on current expenditure. 

To pay for this new spurt of investments, Syrian 
planners have forecast a nse of 5 percent in tax revenues, 
accounting for 15 per cent of GDP in 1985, compared to 
10 per cent in 1980. Furthermore, exports are to be 
boosted by 6.5 per cent annually, while imports are 
projected to grow by no more than 3.4 per cent a year, 
a target which is expected after the recent restrictions 
applied especially for private sector imports (An-Nahar 
Arab Report & MEMO, July 20). It is hoped that with 
these measures the country’s current account deficit 
will drop to S£S.65 billion in 1985, from about SL 6.5-7 
billion last year. 

Agriculture’s share of S£17.2 billion in investments 
over the next five years is roughly tnple the amount 
allocated under the 1976-80 development plan. And 
while no figures are given for investment in education, 
the new plan calls for the construction of 23,000 primary 
level classrooms, 6,000 secondary level classrooms 
and an end to the double shift system prevalent in most 
schools whereby one group of students use the buildings 
before noon and another group in the aftemoon. Earlier 
this year a law was passed introducing comprehensive 
compulsory education for the 6-12 year-old age group. 
Previously pnmary education was only compulsory in 
certain govemorates and some cities. 

A major factor affecting the plan's resources is de- 
fence, traditionally the largest single sector in Syna owing 
to the country’s position as a confrontation state with 
Israel. Ever since the Camp David agreements between 
Egypt, Israel and the US were signed in 1978, Syria has 
set itself the almost imp~‘sible goal of attaining one-to- 
one strategic parity with Israel. And despite the treaty 
of fnendship and cooperation it signed with the Soviet 
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Union last year, Syma envisages military spending re- 
presenting more than SO per cent of total expenditure of 
SL£ 30.5 billion under the 1981 budget. 

‘cab aid inflows are estimated to be running at 
around $1.4 billion annually, though precise figures 
are impossible to obtain as there are no official dec- 
larations conce ming Arab aid. Sources in Beirut estimate 
that a $4 billion aid package has recently been conclu- 
ded between Saudi Arabia and the Synan authonties. 

Under the last five-year plan, Syria achieved average 
growth of 6 per cent annually, half of onginal projec- 
tions when the plan was drawn up in late 1974. Syrian 
planners have admutted that the 1976-80 plan was over- 
ambitious and that it failed to account for the strains 
resulting from population growth and the country’s 
poor infrastructure, which resulted in serious bottlenecks 
in industry and food distnbution. Sporadic intemal 
unrest as well as Syria's heavy commitment in Lebanon, 


where Damascus maintains a 30,000-strong contirgent 
of an onginally pan-Arab Deterrent Force, have also 
resulted in additional strains on the economy. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GAS STORAGE FACILITIES PLANNED 

Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 27 Jul 81 p 2 

[Article: "$320 Million To Build 7 Liquid Gas Storage Tanks On Das Island"] 
[Text] A contract was signed yesterday for the design and construction of seven 
new liquid gas storage tanks on Das island. Three of them are to have a capacity 
of 80,000 cubic meters for the storage of liquefied natural gas, and for tanks to 


store liquefied petroleum gas, with a total capacity of 50,000 cubic meters. 


The contract is valued at $320 million, out of the total cost of developing a com 
plex of liquefy gas, which will amount to $525 million. 





An English firm will implement the project, under the supervision of the Abu 
Dhabi National Petroleum Company. Work will begin before the end of this year, 
and the project is expected to be completed in 1985. 


His Excellency Tir Mani’ Sa'id al-'Utaybah, the minister of Oil and Mineral Resour- 
ces, and chairmin of the board of the Abu Dhabi Liquid Gas Company, Ltd., and Mr 
William Alexander Boug, chairman of the board of the English firm C. B. I., 

signed the contract. 


The contract signing ceremony was attended by Dr Mahmud Hamra Kruha, director 
general of the Abu Dhabi National Petroleum Company Ltd.(ADNOC), Dr David Horn, 
director general of the Abu Dhabi Gas Liquification Company Ltd. (ADGAZ), Mr Id- 
ris Habush, the company's deputy director general. 


Dr al-'Utaybah said, after the contract was signed, that the project was considered 
the first of its kind in the Middle East. He said: "In view of its importance, 
the ir.tention was to develop the project by building new tanks, which will | 

able to contain the gas products." 


He indicated that His Highness, Lt Gen Shaykh Khalifah Ibn Zayyid, the crown 
prince and deputy supreme commander of the armed forces, would pay special atten- 
tion to this vital project, which is considered a school for the training of 
young UAE men in the UAE men in the gas industry. 
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